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School Committee approves high school fall sports, with restrictions 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — During the Palm- 
er School Committee meeting on 
Aug. 31, the committee voted to 
allow high school sports to resume 
for this upcoming season, separated 
into cohorts, including for students 
who’ve chosen remote learning. 

Athletic director Matt Mar- 
ciniec explained there’s no talk of 
cancelling any seasons and break- 
ing them up into four phases in- 
stead. “We have the ability as Palm- 
er to decide what sports are going 
to play in Fall One,’ said Marcniec. 


ELECTIONS 


Palmer sees 
most Primary 
participation 
in a decade 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


PALMER — About 60 percent 
of the State Primary ballots that 
Palmer town clerk Susan Coache 
received on Sept. 1 were through 
mail or absentee voting, resulting in 
record turnout. 

While polling locations were 
noticeably slower than average, a 
total 30 percent of the town’s reg- 
istered voters cast ballots Tuesday 
— about 2,700 in total — more than 
Coache said she’s seen for a prima- 
ry in at least a decade. 

“T would say the vibe was, 
there’s always going to be people 
that will want to vote in person, and 
the people who will try to do voting 
by mail or early voting,’ Coache 
said. “There was much more absen- 
tee or early voting to process, so it 
had to be kind of mingled in during 
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MONSON 
Voters 
approve a 
Prop. 2% 
override 


lown voters choose 
Kennedy, Neal during 
luesday's primary 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


MONSON — Monson held 
a special town election Tuesday 
coinciding with the Sept. | State 
Primary, and voters said ‘Yes’ to a 
Proposition 2 2 override vote to pay 
for bonds to replace the roof at the 
Quarry Hill Community School on 
Margaret Street. 

The ballot question passed with 
1,546 votes in favor and 955 op- 
posed, according to official results 
from town clerk Mary Watson. 

Monson saw a 41 percent turn- 
out for the State Primary and 42 
percent for the town ballot question, 
according to Watson. In 2018, by 
comparison, the State Primary turn- 
out was just 22 percent. 

About 1,300 ballots were re- 
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“Tf it doesn’t play in Fall One (Sept. 
18 to Nov. 20), we’re not cancelling 
the season, we’re just moving it to 
what’s called the floating season for 
Fall Two (beginning on Feb. 22).” 

He also said team practices 
will be held, if competition is not 
allowed for the current season, and 
full competition will only take place 
with other local districts and teams. 

Safety procedures will be in 
place such as six feet of distancing 
during practices and allowing up to 
50 spectators at games, along with 
other guidelines. 

“All athletes and personnel on 
the field are going to need a mask or 


EDUCATION 


face cover,’ said Marciniec. “It’s re- 
ally important that even if you look 
through the modifications for each 
sport, every sport including soccer 
cross country, while you’re compet- 
ing, you have to wear a face mask or 
a covering of some type.” 

During her presentation, ath- 
letic trainer Brittany Ford said the 
importance of sports also has a pos- 
itive impact on academic life, helps 
maintain proper mental and phys- 
ical health for students and allows 
for a carefully supervised outlet. 

She also showcased informa- 
tion on how report droplets are ex- 
posed through the nose and mouth 


and that COVID does not travel 
through sweat and if so, must trav- 
el through a mucus membrane and 
that student cohorts set up in sports 
will serve a function, specifically 
with aiding contact-tracing 1f some- 
one on the team contracts the coro- 
navirus. 

Ford listed the different levels 
of plays, as issued by the Massachu- 
setts Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs. Including 
Level | (solo and distanced group 
activities), Level 2, (Intra-team) and 
Level 3 (Traditional Contact). 

Ford suggested allowing fall 
athletic teams to practice under re- 


strictions. 

“This plan maintains the physi- 
cal, social and emotional benefits of 
athletics, while eliminating the spe- 
cific risks of inner-team exposure 
and other risks associated with trav- 
eling,” said Ford. “I personally be- 
lieve this is the best option to main- 
tain the health and wellness of our 
student athletes and our community 
as a whole.” Marciniec added to this 
and specifically suggested for cross 
country and golf to be eligible to 
compete. 

Following a brief discussion 
on the first recommendation, which 
asked the committee to approve 


Pathfinder graduate reflects on work as a 
certified nursing assistant 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER -— Even before 
attending Pathfinder Region- 
al Vocational Technical High 
School, recent graduate Na- 
talyse Colon had an interest 
of working in the healthcare 
field. 

Colon was inspired to 
take an interest in the field by 
her mother and former CNA 
(certified nursing assistant) 
Velysia Velez. During her 
time as a CNA, Colon was 
told stories of what it was 
like working in that position, 
which inspired her to take an 
interest in that role herself. 

While attending Path- 
finder from 2016 to 2020, 
Colon said her clinical exam 
and other related classes from 
Pathfinder’s Health Assistant 
Program gave her the neces- 
sary experience and skills to 
achieve her CNA license in 
July of 2019. 

“Tt definitely helped in a 
lot of ways,” said Colon. “IT 
got more of a feeling of what 
to do for my exam.” 

After getting her CNA li- 
cense in July of 2019, Colon 
began working at the nurs- 
ing home and rehabilitation 
center Life Care Center in 
Wilbraham that same month, 
until March of 2020. 

Staff development coor- 
dinator Tara McQuaid and di- 
rector of nurses Lisa Persson 
were Colon’s mentors at the 
center and helped her learn- 
ing during her time there. 

“They were good, they 
worked around my schedule, 


MONSON 


Special Town Meeting 


which I really appreciated,’ 
said Colon. She also said 
they we’re great to work with 
and helped this job and learn- 
ing experience become more 
“fun.” 

Assignments at Life 
Care included making sure 
the citizens were taken care 
of, had everything they need- 
ed and were in good condi- 
tion. Learning experiences 
included Colon becoming 
“better and quicker’ at exe- 
cuting the skills she already 
acquired prior to starting at 
the center. 

Specific tasks included 
cleaning and washing the 
citizens’ dentures, helping 
them take showers, transfer- 
ring them from one place to 
another and properly making 
their beds. 

Regarding her time 
working as a CNA, Colon it 
was “very heartwarming,’ 
but also came with some 
challenges. 

“You will have moments 
where you don’t think you 
can’t do it, but you can,” said 
Colon. “It can also be heart- 
breaking, because you see 
the residents come and go, so 
you just got to have the heart 
for that. I know my moth- 
er quit because she couldn’t 
take it anymore. It is very 
challenging for sure. You 
just must be tough.” Despite 
these challenges, Colon said 
she was super gentle with the 
residents she took care of. 

Now that she has offi- 
cially graduated, with a $500 
scholarship sponsored by 
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set for Sept. 14 





—s 

Courtesy Photo 
After attending Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High School and work- 
ing with the Life Care Center of Wilbraham, Natalyse Colon will be attending Bay 
Path University, with the goal of becoming a physician’s assistant. 


COMMUNITY 
Food distribution event 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 





the teams of cross country and golf 
with Level 3 play on Sept. 18 and 
also asked for Level 1 and possibly 
Level 2 play for football, soccer, 
hockey, cheerleading and united 
basketball (outdoors), the recom- 
mendation was approved, 5-0. 

A few Palmer High School 
athletes, including Bobby Burke 
and Jacob Letendre, shared their 
thoughts on why the committee 
should decide for a version of ath- 
letic activity to take place. 

“Sports are important to us,” 
said Burke. “It’s important to have 
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SCHOOLS 


School bus 
transportation 
altered ahead 
of hybrid 
reopening 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER/MONSON - The de- 
cision for public school districts in 
Palmer and Monson to open in a hy- 
brid model this fall also comes with 
changes in how bus transportation 
will take place. 

Palmer Public Schools 

In the Palmer Public School 
district (PPS), director of transpor- 
tation Drew Damien said they are 
following Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Elementary and Second- 
ary Education (DESE) guidelines, 
which are closely aligned with 
recommendations from the CDC, 
among other changes. 

Parents and guardians regis- 
tered their child into the hybrid 
program also had to choose by Aug. 
31 whether or not they would like 
school bus transportation. 

“We have reached out to the 
community and asked them to drive 
their students to and from school 
whenever possible, so that we can 
get down to reasonable number of 
those that need to be transported,” 
said Damien. 

He also said starting Sept. 1, 
all information on the cohorts and 
number of students who will need 
to take the bus will be accounted 
for, and he is hopeful that all stu- 
dents who want to can be accom- 
modated. 

“Because of the profound 
changes in the way that we go to 
school, we’re going to be having 
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for local veterans 





By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


MONSON - A Special Town 
Meeting will be held Sept. 14 to 
approve financing for a project 
which will replace the vents in 
every classroom in the district as 
part of an energy services con- 
tract. 

The project was already ap- 
proved by voters at town meet- 
ing in June. However, a separate 
section of the warrant article 
borrowing money for the project, 
which will be funded by energy 
savings generated from the new 
equipment in order to pay back 
the bond, was omitted, town ad- 
ministrator Evan Brassard said at 
the Board of Selectmen’s Aug. 25 
meeting. 


“We missed that it was sup- 
posed to be a two-part vote,’ 
Brassard said. “We missed it 
because it’s a _revenue-neutral 
project. It uses the money you’re 
already paying for energy and uti- 
lizes the savings to fund your new 
equipment, rooftops, uni-vents, 
controls, things like that. There 
should have been a second article 
which authorized us to borrow the 
money.” 

The project won’t cost extra 
to taxpayers, and the work 1s slat- 
ed to be completed before schools 
reopen — and in fact is a necessary 
factor in schools being able to re- 
open at all, Brassard said. 

The new ventilation system 
will replace the outdated vaccu- 
um systems with new, electron- 
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PALMER - Through the rain 
and cloudy weather, the Brookfield 
Institute (BI) and New Hope Inc. 
out of Worcester stopped at noth- 
ing to hold their Food Distribution 
event, intended for military fami- 
lies and veterans in need on Thurs- 
day, Aug. 27. 

This distribution event, which 
took place in the parking lot of the 
Palmer Town Hall and was socially 
distanced, took about three weeks 
to put together, according to BI di- 
rector Beverly Prestwood-Taylor. 
The preparation began after Prest- 
wood-Taylor spoke with Palmer 
veteran’s agent Troy Brin. 

“T stay in touch with our local 
Veteran Services Officers,’ said 
Prestwood Taylor. “At the begin- 
ning of the pandemic, I checked in 
with all of them to see if there is 





Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
Volunteer Michael Cehon Iil. 


ly received a $15,000 grant from 
Community Foundation of West- 
ern MA, which provided the mon- 
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anything we can provide and this 
is one of the things (Brin) said he 
needed.” 

On July 16, New Hope recent- 
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American Legion to 
host 9/11 ceremony 


PALMER — American Legion Post 130 will host a 
9/11 ceremony and Paver Dedication on Friday, Sept. 
11. The ceremony will be held at Fire Services Group, 
1010 Thorndike Street in Palmer at 6:30 p.m. The pub- 
lic is invited and asked to observe pandemic guidelines 
by wearing face covering and observing social distanc- 
ing. For further information, contact 283-6448. 


Palmer compost 
area summer schedule 


PALMER — The compost area will be opened the 
third Saturday in July, August and September to afford 
town residents the opportunity to drop off leaves and 
grass clippings at the compost area off of Old Warren 
Road Palmer. Please place leaves and grass clippings 
in brown paper bags and do not drop off and place up 
against gate. Reminder: Please practice social distanc- 
ing. Any questions, please call the DPW at (413) 283- 
2015. 


Time 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Date 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020 
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020 


NURSING 


from page 1 


The Gaurdreau Legacy Fund, Colon will be attending 
Bay Path University in the fall of 2020, with the goal of 
becoming a physician’s assistant, and said she is more 
than excited to enter this next chapter of her life. 

“Tm definitely looking forward to the nights of 
studying, meeting new people and staying in a different 
environment other than my home,” 


said Colon. 



































NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@turley. 
com. 
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Friends of the Monson Free Library hold new 


fundraisers, raffle to boost programming 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - The Friends 
of the Monson Free Library, 
whose main objective is to 
raise money to donate to the li- 
brary to fund its programs and 
other items, are having to get 
creative in their fundraising ef- 
forts to support the library this 
year. 

One of the new fundrais- 
ers, titled ““Monson in Bloom,” 
is allowing interested partici- 
pants to purchase packages of 
ten Narcissus Accent bulbs for 
$10 which are available un- 
til Sept. 15. Once the date has 
passed, the bulbs will be avail- 
able to pick up in mid-October. 
When springtime arrives, these 
bulbs will sprout and hopefully 
give a new look to multiple ar- 
eas around Monson, according 
to organizers. 

Danielle Newland, presi- 
dent of the non-profit, said this 
is the first time this fundraiser 
has taken place. She considers 
this a big change from their 


regular scheduled activities, 
which include books sales, bus 
trips and monthly bake sales. 

“It’s been a huge and a 
fun way to spread some hope 
and beauty in town, without 
having to be physically close,” 
said Newland. “It’s just a good 
fundraiser that will beautify the 
town and bring money in for 
the library.” 

As of Aug. 29, over 1,430 
bulbs had already been or- 
dered, with 1,500 as the main 
goal. “We’ve just about hit our 
goal right now,” said Newland. 

Along with Monson In 
Bloom, the Friends have also 
launched their annual member- 
ship drive. As of Aug. 29, the 
non-profit sent out 100 member 
cards within the last few weeks 
and are currently accepting do- 
nations. Prices include $20 for 
individuals, $25 for families 
and $10 for seniors. 

Regarding the drive, New- 
land said she is hoping that 
patrons will be generous know- 
ing that the regular fundraisers 
cannot be hosted. 


“We’re hoping that we 
can come up with $2,000, just 
from the membership dona- 
tions this year,’ said Newland. 
“We’ve gotten really close to 
that in the last two years. The 
last two years, we were able 
to give $5,000 to the library at 
our December meeting and we 
gave a little more in May at the 
end of our fiscal year.’ She was 
also said that “membership is 
definitely going to be essential 
this year.” 

Although the Friends try to 
usually get most of their mem- 
berships organized between 
August and December, people 
can continue to send donations 
at any point. 

Because of COVID-19 
altering their schedule, the 
Friends will continue to find 
new ways to raise money for 
the library, such as an upcom- 
ing raffle that she hopes to be- 
gin this fall. 

“We’re probably going to 
run that in between September 
through mid-November and 
have five items people can buy 





raffle tickers for,’ said New- 
land. “We’re going to have peo- 
ple send in a check and have an 
order form that they can print 
out and tell us which items 
they’re interested in for and 
then we’ll make up the tickets 
ourselves and shake them up 


Donation box for students in need of supplies 
open at Quarry Hill Community School 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — Recently, the Monson 
PTSA (Parent Teacher Student Association) 
and Monson Public Schools district created 
a way to get school supplies to students in 


need. 


PTSA officer and representative for 
Granite Valley Middle School Maria Malo- 
ney said she heard a parent in the community 
had concerns and wanted to start a GoFund- 
Me account for school supplies. 

“We discussed how we could go about 
it and I offered to be the point person,” 
said Maloney. “Informally in the past, I’ve 
worked with other to collect supplies and 
even way back when we had the tornado, 
I was the point person helping distribute at 
the school because I was the district social 
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VANTAGE 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM 


worker at the time.” 
Newland, president of the Friends of The 
Monson Free Library spoke with the Super- 
intendent Cheryl A. Clarke to make sure it 


was Okay. 


She also said Denise 





Regarding this initiative, Maloney said 
it’s important to consider how children and 


their families have been affected by the 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline for public submissions to 
Mondays. To get your submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
elinscott@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 


COVID-19 pandemic. 

“T don’t want (children) to have to worry 
about something they need,” said Maloney. 
“T also don’t want parents to worry, because 
I know some families have fallen on diffi- 
cult times. If we can help to be a bridge for 
people who want to support those families, I 
think that’s a great way to have the commu- 
nity work together.” 

Now until Friday, Sept. 4, willing do- 
nors can drive to the flagpole at Quarry Hill 
Community School, located on 43 Margaret 
St. and donate some supplies from 9 

am. to 2 p.m. Anyone who can- 
not make those times, but wants to 
donate, can send an email to mon- 
sonptsa@ gmail.com. 

All supplies must be dropped 
off in a plastic shopping bag, which 
will be quarantined for a few days 
and cleaned with Clorox wipes be- 
fore distribution. Regarding mone- 
tary donations, visit the GoFundMe 
account athttps://bit.ly/2 Y VSuM6. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
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Courtesy Photo 
In the upcoming Friends of the Monson Free Library raffle, one of 
the prizes includes a puzzle of the library, made by photographer 
Cindy Note. 


and pull them when it’s time.” 
For more information 
about the Friends current fund- 
raisers, or to send a donation, 
send an email to friends.mon- 
sonfreelibrary @ gmail.com. 


Corrections 
The Journal Register 
will gladly correct fac- 
tual errors that appear 
in this paper. Correc- 
tions or clarifications 
will always appear on 
Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send in- 
formation to Editor at 
elinscott@turley.com, or 
call 283-8393, extension 
236. Corrections may 
also be requested in 
writing at: 
Journal Register, Attn: 
Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069. 
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Requested supplies include low-odor 
black dry erase markers, glue sticks, 2 oz. 
containers of Play-Doh, black and blue pens, 
regular Ticonderoga pencils, handheld pen- 
cil sharpeners and more. 


We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 
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at Quarry Hill Community School’s drop off 
location. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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the day through the regular voting.” 

The most hotly contested races were for U.S. 
Senate and Congress, with incumbent Senator Ed 
Markey retaining his seat over challenger Joseph Ken- 
nedy III, who lost a Massachusetts congressional race 
in the state for the first time in Kennedy family history. 
Markey will likely face Republican challenger Kevin 
J. O’Connor in November, who was projected to win 
that primary race over Shiva Ayyadurai as of Wednes- 
day morning. 

Palmer voters opted for Kennedy according to un- 
official results from the town clerk, with 1,182 votes 
to Markey’s 777. Palmer democrats also voted for in- 
cumbent Rep. Richard Neal over Holyoke mayor Alex 
Morse, with Neal receiving 1,104 votes to Morse’s 
794, and as of Wednesday morning, Neal was project- 
ed to win the State Primary race. 

For Register of Probate in Hampden County, vot- 
ers in Palmer and the county elected Rosemary Sacco- 
mani over Bob Collamore, with 1,165 ballots cast for 
Saccomani in Palmer to Collamore’s 509. 

Overall, Coache said it was positive that the par- 
ticipation was so much greater than for a typical pri- 
mary. 

While absentee voting has always been an option 
for people who meet certain guidelines, Coache said 
the option for widely available mail-in voting was new 
during this election. 

“We have to embrace it and learn from what we 
learned yesterday and make it better and move forward 
with this, if this is the way the world 1s going to go.” 
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ically-monitored vents that measure the amount of 
carbon dioxide in the air, which can detect when more 
people enter the room and exhaust the inside air ac- 
cordingly while pulling in fresh air from outside, Bras- 
sard explained. 

When town officials realized the funding error af- 
ter town meeting, they applied to the state Department 
of Revenue for an emergency exception to borrow the 
money for just the ventilation of the portion of the 
project, which was denied. 

“Our only option is to hold a special town meet- 
ing for the purpose of only this — to be able to autho- 
rize us to be able to hold the financial note to be able 
to complete the work,” Brassard said. “Luckily for us, 
Siemens had already started some of the work and was 
willing to complete the work so we could open school 
on time, even though we don’t have the money to pay 
them until we have this second vote, which 1s fantastic, 
because the other option was not opening school.” 

The project won’t raise taxes and the special town 
meeting warrant will just be a “shuffling of dollars 
from one side of the house to the other,” Brassard said. 

The special town meeting will be held outside 
Granite Valley Middle School on Sept. 14 at 6 p.m. 
With only one item on the warrant, Brassard said he 
estimates it will only take about 15 minutes, and there 
will be marking flags in the ground to designate social 
distancing. 
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turned by mail for both the primary and ballot question 
each, Watson said. 
While there weren’t many local races on the bal- 
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Legislature enacts $1.8 billion bond 
bill to strengthen information 
technology, physical infrastructure 


Invests in food security, 
education, public safety 
accountability 


BOSTON -— Senator Anne M. 
Gobi (D-Spencer) joined House 
Speaker Robert A. DeLeo and Sen- 
ate President Karen E. Spilka and 
their colleagues in House and Sen- 
ate to pass legislation authorizing 
up to $1.8 billion in spending for 
the improvement of information 
technology equipment and other 
capital projects in Massachusetts. 

The legislation also authoriz- 
es funding for food security, law 
enforcement body cameras, and 
investments in educational tech- 
nologies in Massachusetts schools. 

“IT am proud to see our body 
realizing the importance of our 
information technology _ infra- 
structure and addressing it here,” 
commented Senator Gobi on the 
bill’s signage. “These investments 
will strengthen our access to key 
services for our residents, and sta- 
bilize a grid that has been strained 


during this pandemic.” 

“As we adjust to a world 
transformed by a global pandem- 
ic we stand committed and ready 
to supporting existing programs 
and finding new ways to invest in 
underserved and underrepresented 
populations,” stated Senate Pres- 
ident Karen E. Spilka (D-Ash- 
land).”I am thrilled to see this bill 
authorizes additional much-needed 
supports for childcare providers. I 
am equally proud to see this bor- 
rowing bill directs resources to a 
program aimed at supporting com- 
munities of color. I would like to 
thank all my colleagues, including 
House Speaker DeLeo and Senator 
Michael Rodrigues, for their work 
priorities.” 

The capital plan, which in- 
cludes $794 million for state and 
local general technology and phys- 
ical infrastructure, features the fol- 
lowing targeted investments. 

$110 million in public safety 
infrastructure and equipment 

$134 million in statewide 
economic development grants and 
reinvestment in disproportionately 


impacted communities 

$80 million in educational IT 
and infrastructure grants, including 
$50 million to assist public schools 
in facilitating remote learning en- 
vironments 

$10 million to fund technol- 
ogy investments at community 
health centers 

$37 million in food security 
grants 

$25 million in capital im- 
provements for licensed early edu- 
cation and care providers and after 
school programs to ensure safe re- 
opening during COVID-19 

$30 million in public safety 
accountability technologies in- 
cluding body cameras and a race 
and ethnicity data sharing system 

Senator Gobi included two 
amendments that were adopted in 
the bill, dedication $350K to the 
town of New Braintree to help ex- 
pand broadband internet access, 
and $55K for the Police Depart- 
ment in Sturbridge to purchase 
body-worn cameras. 

The legislation has _ been 
signed into law by the governor. 


Baker-Polito announces policies to support 
families, expand childcare options 


BOSTON -— The Baker-Poli- 
to Administration last week an- 
nounced new policies that will pro- 
vide families who require childcare 
while their children are engaged 
in remote learning additional op- 
tions by allowing programs to of- 
fer supervised care during regular 
school day hours. 

Governor Charlie Baker 
signed an Executive Order that al- 
lows the Department of Early Edu- 
cation and Care (EEC) to authorize 
currently licensed after-school and 
out-of-school programs to operate 
during the school day while chil- 
dren are learning remotely. 

As schools prepare to reopen, 
working parents need to find care 
and learning support for their 
school-aged children while they 
are engaged in remote learning. 
Current state statute prohibits li- 
censed after-school and _ out-of- 
school time programs for school- 
aged children from offering care 
during school hours. The Execu- 
tive Order allows EEC to autho- 
rize childcare programs, like YM- 
CAs, Boys and Girls Clubs, family 
childcare homes, and others, to 
care for school-age children while 
they participate in remote learning. 

The Department will also ex- 
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empt informal remote learning 
parent cooperative arrangements 
organized by families, if the groups 
are supervised by unpaid parents. 
These parent cooperatives are still 
subject to any state orders regulat- 
ing gatherings in place under the 
COVID-19 state of emergency. 

In addition, the Executive 
Order creates a temporary license 
exemption for remote learning 
enrichment programs to provide 
supervision and care for school 
children up to age 14 while they 
participate in remote learning 
during the school day. These re- 
mote learning programs, which 
must meet specific criteria, will 
need to first be approved by their 
local municipality before they can 
apply for the license exemption. 
Programs run by a school district 
are already exempt from EEC li- 
censure and do not need to apply 
for this exemption. 

The Departments of Early Ed- 
ucation and Care and Elementary 
and Secondary Education will is- 
sue joint guidance that details the 
minimum requirements for remote 
learning programs, including back- 
ground record checks, health and 
safety standards, facilities checks, 
and child to staff ratios. 


Municipalities will ensure 
programs, that are approved for the 
license exemption, comply with 
health and safety requirements. 

“We all want our children 
to get back into school as soon 
as possible and we applaud the 
schools and districts that are mak- 
ing the extra effort to bring their 
students back in some form,’ said 
Education Secretary James Peyser. 
“At the same time, we know that 
remote learning will be part of the 
educational experience for many 
students this fall, so it’s critical that 
we enable parents, after-school 
providers, and community orga- 
nizations to offer additional child- 
care options and learning supports 
when students are unable to attend 
school in person.” 

“The Commonwealth is de- 
veloping creative solutions that 
can meet the needs of children and 
their families during this unprece- 
dented era in education,” said EEC 
Commissioner Samantha Aign- 
er-Treworgy. “We would also like 
to commend the community pro- 
viders and education leaders who 
have worked together to develop 
solutions tailored to meet families’ 
needs.” 
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Smola announces 


local grants to 
support COVID-19 
response 


BOSTON — Representative Todd M. Smola 
(R-Warren, Ranking Member, Committee on Ways & 
Means) is pleased to announce that the Holland, Stur- 
bridge and Wales Police Departments have been award- 
ed funding for additional resources to aid in preventing, 
preparing for and responding to the coronavirus. 

Holland will receive $15,365 for overtime, PPE, 
Sanitization services and electronic communications 
signs; Sturbridge will receive $50,000 for mobile sign 
boards and lobby reconfiguration and locking mech- 
anisms at the police station; and Wales will receive 
$44,400 for electronic signboards and laptops. 

“These grants are well deserved and will help our 
local police officers as they serve our community under 
exceptionally challenging circumstances,” said Repre- 
sentative Smola. “These upgrades will help them be 
better protected while on the job.” 

The grants are part of the federal coronavirus 
Emergency Supplemental Funding Program (CESFP) 
and were awarded to local communities by the Massa- 
chusetts Office of Public Safety and Security. Eligible 
cities and towns were invited to apply for funding to 
benefit their police and/or fire department needs. The 
funding will assist agencies with outfitting staff with 
personal protective gear, purchasing deep cleaning san- 
itation equipment, utilizing video technology to con- 
duct hearings remotely, and obtaining materials to re- 
configure office space to enhance social distancing and 
protect essential workers. Throughout Massachusetts, a 
total of $9.6 million in CESFP funding has been allo- 
cated to 65 fire departments and 44 police departments 
representing 94 cities and towns. 

For additional information please contact Repre- 
sentative Smola at Todd.Smola@ mahouse.gov or (617) 
722-2100. 


Theater non-profit 
sidewalk sale: Costumes, 
vintage and props sale 


THREE RIVERS — Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
12-13, Greene Room Productions; Theater Production 
and Ed Outreach Inc. will be dressing up the sidewalk 
in front of St. Stanislaus Polish Club, 2114 Main 
Street, Three Rivers with theatrical and Halloween 
costumes, make-up, jewelry, props, vintage clothing 
and more! 

Greene Room Productions, a local non-profit 
theater has been collecting costumes for more than 
15 years and it is time to thin the supply. Grab your 
friends and family and find your Halloween costumes 
for this year, or some cool vintage clothing to round 
out your wardrobe. There are plenty of wacky sup- 
plies, but don’t wait too long. Get it while it’s hot. 
All proceeds go back to Greene Room Productions to 
keep it afloat during these trying times. Tax deductible 
donations are accepted. 

The sale will occur Saturday, Sept. 12, from 
9 am. — 2 p.m., and on Sept. 13 from 11 a.m. — 2 
p.m. Masks and social distancing are required. Hand 
sanitizer will be available on-site for before and after 
perusal of sidewalk sale items. Questions should be 
directed to Erin Wallace, Executive Director at (413) 
668-7284 or GreeneRoomProductions @ gmail.com. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
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Wednesday morning which showed Markey retaining 
the seat over Kennedy. There was one write-in vote in 
Monson for Vermin Supreme for Senator. 

For U.S. Rep. in Congress, Monson cast 1,045 
votes for Richard Neal and 711 for Holyoke mayor 
Alex B. Morse, in line with statewide figures showing 
Neal ahead of Morse and projected to win the primary 
as of Wednesday. 

For Register of Probate in Hampden County, 
Monson and state voters elected Rosemary Saccomani 
over Bob Collamore, with 1,075 votes in Monson for 
Saccomani and 426 for Collamore. 
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41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
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facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
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RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
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Were all in this 
together 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


e are a nation adrift. Even before the 

W pandemic and George Floyd’s death, 

the U.S. was piling on problems with 

little sense that we had either the leadership or 

the political will to address them. The coronavi- 

rus and Black Lives Matter protests have ampli- 

fied those challenges, throwing older ones into 
stark relief and adding new ones. 

I am as convinced as ever that this country 
has the strength and ingenuity to find its way out. 
I don’t know about you, but I see rising out of 
the multiple crises besetting us a bedrock recog- 
nition that there is much work to do, which re- 
quires a new willingness to overcome the inertia 
of recent years. 

Not that this will be easy: the scale of our 
problems is too immense to resolve them out- 
right. The stark inequities in economic oppor- 
tunity, policing, and criminal justice that have 
sparked ongoing protests are too deep-seated for 
quick fixes—though, hearteningly, there seems 
to be a widespread conviction among ordinary 
Americans that change is due. The economy in 
recent years has done just fine for a relatively 
small group of people at the top but has left too 
many Americans fearing that they won’t be able 
to fend for themselves or their families. These 
differences are even more glaring now: the 
pandemic is eviscerating small businesses and 
upending the lives of millions as larger compa- 
nies and well-connected entrepreneurs position 
themselves to thrive. Digging out will be the 
work of years. 

We face other immense issues that have 
been allowed to drift. People who are chronical- 
ly sick today have their lives upended and of- 
ten wind up in debt, yet much as we talk about 
health care being a human right, we don’t act that 
way. Many Americans worry that immigrants are 
taking jobs and reshaping the lives they know, 
yet our political system has been unable to move 
beyond either “fence them out” or “welcome 
them” to reckon with how we adjust creatively 
and humanely to demographic change. Our tax 
code is riddled with loopholes created for and 
exploited by people of higher income, yet those 
with the power to change it have refused to do 
so. We face an ever-rising national debt, with 
no political will to address it. We’re involved in 
countless conflicts overseas, with no strategic 
clarity or concerted effort to ask why and for 
what purpose. 

So, what do we do? Obviously, there are 
specific policies we could pursue, on economic 
opportunity, for instance, some form of universal 
basic income or at least a rise in the federal min- 
imum wage, which hasn’t budged from $7.25 
an hour since 2009, would at least help workers 
save a little and reduce anxiety in times of un- 
certainty. But overall, how we set about fixing 
ourselves matters as much as the specifics of 
what we do. 

For one thing, most of these problems can’t 
really be solved, only managed. Because of their 
scope and complexity, there’s no single remedy. 
There are multiple things that need to be done, 
and the vital thing is to get started doing them 
and not be hamstrung by partisan differences. 

Secondly, we are long past the point where 
one sector can afford to sit things out. We need 
government, the private sector, and nonprofits 
to work together. The old saws that solutions 
lie chiefly with government or that government 
is useless long ago lost their relevance. When 
you’re dealing with problems of this magnitude, 
the answers lie with both the public and private 
sectors, and they need to focus together on the 
common good. Our federal system allows ex- 
perimentation. Different approaches can be tried 
at local, regional, state, federal and non-govern- 
ment sector levels. 

Finally, we all have to recognize our stake 
as Americans in the problems that beset the 
country, not just the ones that concern us direct- 
ly. Our society is ailing. We have the strength to 
rebuild, but not if we continue to withdraw to 
our little warring camps and lob insults at one 
another. Only if we make “we’re all in this to- 
gether” more than just five empty words can we 
overcome the enmity, division and harmful drift 
of the last few years. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna- 
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the 
IU O’Neill School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 
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Tomato preservation at its finest 


needed for the last three or four 

weeks. I'll run out to the garden when 
I want to make an omelet or add some 
to my dinnertime salad. Typically, Pll 
do a big harvest just once a week and go 
crazy preserving them in whatever way I 
feel inclined to. This past week 
I realized that once a week was 
not enough to keep up. This is 
a good problem to have, right? 
Here are some of my favorite 
methods of preserving an abun- 
dance of tomatoes. 

For many years I froze to- 
matoes whole and it worked out 
great. If you’ve never tried it, 
simply hull the fruits, put them 
on a cookie sheet until they 
have frozen, then place them in 
freezer bags. During the offseason you 
can take out as many as you need for use 
in juice, stews or even salsas and sauces. 
Once the tomatoes thaw, the skin slips 
off fairly easily. It is easy to do this, for 
sure, but if your freezer space is premi- 
um, you may want to split the harvest by 
trying your hand at canning. 

First, can the juice. Simply hull the 
fruit first, then whip it up in a high pow- 
ered blender to liquefy it. Pour it into 
clean quart-sized jars, fitted with a new 
lid and a band. Place the jars into a pre- 
warmed water bath canner and process 
for 45 minutes of boiling time. Make 
sure that the water covers the jars by an 
inch or two. This winter you can either 
drink the juice or boil it down further for 
use in sauce. 

We also can cut tomatoes. First, 
scald the tomatoes in boiling water un- 
til the skins crack a bit. Remove them 
from the water and allow to cool. Once 
they do, the skin slip off rather easily. 
Cut them to fill the canning jar, and then 
press down on the fruit in the jar with a 
wooden spoon to remove any air. Wipe 


[= been harvesting tomatoes as 
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the rim clean and then outfit the jar with 
a lid and band and set in the water bath 
for the same 45 minutes of boiling time. 
Once removed from the water the jars 
will cool and you will hear the pop of the 
seals; a symphony when you are doing 
many jars at a time. 

Tomatoes can also be 
roasted. Place quartered toma- 
toes along with onions, pep- 
pers and garlic in the oven in 
a shallow roasting pan at 400 
degrees, stirring every half 
hour, allowing the flavors to 
meld together. Once cooking is 
complete and most of moisture 
has evaporated, place the tasty 
mixture in plastic bags laid 
flat in the freezer. They can be 
easily stacked and stored, then 
used as a topping for pasta or pizza crust. 
Yum! 

Many years ago I sun-dried toma- 
toes in the hot greenhouse at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. I had plastic racks left 
from a dehydrator that never worked 
quite right. On these racks I placed cut 
up cherry tomatoes and let them “bake” 
on the shelves for two or three days in the 
heat. I stored these little bursts of flavor 
in a bag in the freezer so they wouldn’t 
mold, simply taking out what I needed 
for pizza toppings etc. 

Maybe this column will be the inspi- 
ration to help you tackle your own toma- 
to harvest. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





WNEU Center for Social Justice 
announces new Speaker Series 


Can I hide my 
Social Security in 
a tax-advantaged 
account? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnists 


Dear Rusty: I will be 62 years of age at the end of 
this year. Can I start drawing my Social Security at age 62 
and have it directly deposited into my IRA (arm’s length), 
not spend it and continue to work without affecting my 
tax position? I will defer actually using it until a later date 
Signed: Curious Investor 

Dear Curious Investor: Regardless of where you 
have your Social Security benefits deposited, if you con- 
tinue to work after claiming early benefits, you'll be sub- 
ject to Social Security’s earnings test. The earnings test 
applies to anyone who collects benefits before they reach 
their full retirement age, which for you is 66 years and 8 
months. 

It doesn’t matter if you spend your benefits, save 
them, or invest them; you'll still be subject to Social Se- 
curity’s earnings limit. And, since IRS rules say that only 
earned income (which excludes Social Security benefits) 
can be deposited into an individual retirement account, it is 
not possible for you to direct-deposit your Social Security 
benefits into an IRA. In any case, even if you otherwise 
save your benefits for later use; you will still be subject 
to Social Security’s earnings limit. For 2020 the annual 
earnings limit is $18,240 (the limit changes annually) and 
if that is exceeded, Social Security will take back benefits 
equal to $1 for every $2 you are over the limit. The earn- 
ings limit goes up by about 2.5 times in the year you reach 
your full retirement age (FRA) and goes away once your 
FRA is attained. 

Social Security gets your earnings information from 
the IRS when you file your income taxes, and you cannot 
avoid the earnings test by having the money deposited for 
later use. The earnings test will still apply, and they will 
take back some of your benefits if you exceed the limit. 
For information, by “take back” benefits, I mean they will 
notify you that they have overpaid you (due to your earn- 
ings from working) and will give you the option of either 
paying them back in full with a lump sum payment, or they 
will withhold your future benefits until they recover what 
you owe because you exceeded the earnings limit. 

As for your “tax position” on your benefits, that will 
depend upon your combined income from all other sources 
(investments, interest, pensions, earnings, etc.), plus 50% 
of the benefits you received during the tax year, plus any 
non-taxable interest you may have (combined this is known 
as your Modified Adjusted Gross Income, or “MAGI’). 
If you file your income taxes as a single and your MAGI 
is more than $25,000 (or if you file “married-jointly and 
your MAGI is more than $32,000) then 50% of your ben- 
efits will become part of your taxable income. And filing 
single with a MAGI of more than $34,000 (or $44,000 if 
married-filing jointly), up to 85% of your Social Security 
benefits will become part of your taxable income (by the 
IRS). Once again, it doesn’t matter how you dispose of 
your benefit payments; they will still be taxable if you ex- 
ceed the clip levels mentioned above, and you will still be 
subject to Social Security’s earnings test until you reach 
your full retirement age. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the Nation- 
al Social Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 


An interview with Evan 

Wolfson — one of Time 

Magazines “100 Most 

Influential People in the 
World” 


SPRINGFIELD — The West- 
ern New England University 
School of Law’s Center for Social 
Justice and Springfield Public Fo- 
rum will present an interview with 
Evan Wolfson, Founder of Free- 
dom to Marry, on Thursday, Sept. 
10, 2020 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

This is the first event in the 
Center for Social Justice’s new 
and important Gervino-Ward 
LGBTQ+ Speaker Series which 
provides a venue for conversa- 
tions about legal issues significant 
to the LGBTQ+ community. The 
virtual event is free and open to 
the public. Registration is required 
at https://bit.ly/Gervino- Ward. 

Wolfson was the founder of 
Freedom to Marry, the success- 
ful campaign for marriage equal- 
ity in the United States, and is 
widely considered the architect of 
the movement that led to nation- 
wide victory in 2015. During the 
1990’s he served as co-counsel in 
the historic Hawaii marriage case 
that launched the ongoing glob- 
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al movement for the freedom to 
marry, and has participated in nu- 
merous gay rights and HIV/AIDS 
cases. In 2012, Wolfson received 
the Barnard Medal of Distinc- 
tion alongside President Barack 
Obama. Wolfson earned a B.A. in 
history from Yale College and his 
J.D. from Harvard Law School. 
Wolfson will be joined by 
WNE School of Law Professor 
Jennifer Levi, director of GLAD’s 
Transgender Rights Project, who 
will moderate a Q&A-style event. 
“The Center for Social Justice 
and Springfield Public Forum are 
thrilled to welcome Evan Wolfson 
as the Center’s inaugural Gervi- 
no- Ward LGBTQ+ Speaker,” says 
Center Director, Ariel Clemmer. 
“Particularly during these chal- 
lenging times, it is important that 
we come together and have candid 
conversations about what it takes 
to make change. Evan Wolfson is 
a venerable example for us all.” 
Wolfson now devotes his time 
to advising and assisting diverse 
movements and causes in the U.S. 
and around the world. Based in 
New York City, Wolfson has been 
named a Distinguished Visitor 
from Practice at Georgetown Law 
Center, where he teaches law and 
social change; a Distinguished 
Practitioner in Grand Strategy at 
Yale University; and Senior Coun- 


sel at Dentons, the world’s largest 
law firm. 

The Gervino-Ward LGBTQ+ 
Speaker Series is made possi- 
ble by a generous donation from 
WNE Law School alumna Elena 
Gervino (‘88), her wife Kath- 
leen Ward, and their two daugh- 
ters. The mission of this series is 
to draw awareness to emerging 
trends in LGBTQ+ law and con- 
tinuing social justice concerns 
that might affect LGBTQ+ clients 
or practitioners. The Western New 
England University Center for 
Social Justice provides the ven- 
ue for conversations about legal 
issues important to the LGBTQ+ 
community by bringing promi- 
nent leaders, speakers and advo- 
cates to engage with the Western 
New England University School 
of Law Community. Lectures will 
be held during the lunch hour and 
are open to students, alumni, the 
University community, and the 
general public. 

Online registration for this 
event is available at https://bit.ly/ 
Gervino- Ward. For more informa- 
tion, contact Ariel Clemmer at ari- 
el.clemmer @ law.wne.edu. 

Launched in 2019, the Uni- 
versity’s Centennial year, the Cen- 
ter for Social Justice is designed 
to strengthen collaborative efforts 
between the School of Law and 


the region to work toward a more 
just, equitable, and inclusive soci- 
ety in its next century of service. 
The Center provides a centralized 
hub of activity and innovation for 
the School of Law’s justice-relat- 
ed teaching, scholarship, and ser- 
vice. It also broadens social justice 
academic offerings, helps students 
aspiring to be social justice law- 
yers achieve their goals, imbues a 
culture of pro bono volunteerism 
in students, faculty and other legal 
professionals, manages in-house 
pro bono projects, and works 
closely with community organiza- 
tions and partners to identify and 
address unmet needs that require 
a multi-dimensional response cut- 
ting across law and other fields. 
For more information visit the 
Western New England University 
Center for Social Justice website. 

The Springfield Public Forum 
is one of the nation’s oldest free 
public speaker series. Established 
in 1935, the Forum is an indepen- 
dent, non-partisan and non-profit 
entity. The Springfield Public Fo- 
rum’s goal is to illuminate the key 
issues facing our society by bring- 
ing thought-provoking speakers 
to the Springfield community and 
providing a platform for discus- 
sion. 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to dfarm- 
er@turley.com. Please include a day- 
time telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Let- 
ters must be received by noon Monday 
to be considered for that Thursday’s 
newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candi- 
dates supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space avail- 
able in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a represen- 
tative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before 
the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Elise Linscott at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact Lisa Marulli, 413- 
283-8393 or Imarulli@turley.com, 
about paid advertising in The Journal 
Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
elinscott@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Holyoke Community College 
celebrates graduating class of 2020 


Holyoke Community College is proud to 
recognize the students listed below who have 
completed their graduation requirements for 
the 2019-2020 academic year. 

HCC celebrated the Class of 2020 during 
a virtual ceremony on Aug. 20 and will do so 
again, more formally and in person, at its 75th 
anniversary Commencement on June 5, 2021, 
at the MassMutual Center in Springfield. 

Bondsville: 

Yuxian Kong, Jordan Michael Polito, 

Carmela M. Smith. 
Brimfield: 
Melanie Catherine Rose Monteiro, Kait- 


HCC receives $40K grant for 
COVID-19 relief 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke Communi- 
ty College Foundation has received a second 
grant in as many months to help students facing 
financial emergencies because of COVID-19. 

In its latest round of grants, the Commu- 
nity Foundation of Western Massachusetts 
awarded $40,000 to HCC from its COVID-19 
Relief Fund. In July, the Community Founda- 
tion awarded the HCC Foundation $35,000. 
All $75,000 went into the President’s Student 
Emergency Fund, which is managed by the 
HCC Foundation. 

“Every week, we are seeing more and 
more applications from students in need of 
emergency support,’ said Amanda Sbriscia, 
vice president of Institutional Advancement 
and executive director of the HCC Founda- 
tion. “Each student applicant hopes to begin 
the fall semester on the right foot, and it’s our 
job to keep them focused on their academic 
SUCCESS.” 

Thanks to CFWM’s first grant to HCC, 
67 HCC students received emergency fund- 
ing with an average disbursement of $522. 
Already, in the past two weeks 15 additional 
students have received emergency aid. 

“We anticipate disbursing the full $40,000 
to students in need before the end of Septem- 
ber,’ Sbriscia said. 


lyn Thresher, Bryanna Watts. Daniel John Sul- 
livan. 
Monson: 

Matthew Thomas Buck, Bryan William 
Dean, Sarah A. King, Charles William May, 

Nina Alyssa Mushenko, Chad Robert 
Richardson, Stephania Marie Robert, Michael 
Anthony Rossman Jr. 

Palmer: 

Bethany Rae Bates, April Nichole Kaiser, 
Tracy Julian McCord, Morgan R. Slate, Renee 
J. Sovinsk1i. 

Three Rivers: 
Christine E. Chevalier, Kylie Rae Voight. 





Amanda Sbriscia, vice president of Institution- 
al Advancement and executive director of the 
HCC Foundation. 


Typically, students request help paying 
for basic needs, such as food, rent, utilities, 
childcare and transportation. 

“Relief Fund dollars are making it possi- 
ble for HCC students throughout our region to 
achieve their educational goals,” Sbriscia said. 
“T’m so grateful to the Community Foundation 
for enabling us to respond to our students with 
good news. This funding tells them, your com- 
munity is here for you, and we’re committed 
to your success.” 
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in the Quaboag Hills Area 


DO NOT alow 


teens & their friends 


to drink at home. 


Eight basic tips to help you 
get the conversation started: 
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STCC prepares to deliver ‘exceptional 
online learning experience 


SPRINGFIELD -— When students 
log in virtually on the first day of the 
new fall semester, they will begin an on- 
line learning experience that Springfield 
Technical Community College educators 
have been fine tuning all summer. 

STCC started planning the conver- 
sion to online learning in April, about 
a month after the college moved away 
from face-to-face learning due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With the early 
start in planning, STCC is poised to de- 
liver an online learning experience that 
is equal in quality to the face-to-face ex- 
perience, said Geraldine de Berly, vice 
president of Academic Affairs at STCC. 
Fall semester classes begin Sept. 8. 

“Our adjunct and full-time faculty 
have been training all summer to pre- 
pare for the new school year,’ de Berly 
said. “I’m thrilled with the progress they 
made. Students this fall will receive an 
exceptional online learning experience. 
STCC has made a substantial investment 
to ensure high quality courses across all 
academic disciplines.” 

STCC invests a half million dollars 
in training and development 

The college spent nearly $500,000 
for 100 full-time and 76 adjunct faculty 
to develop 416 online classes and labs 
scheduled this summer and fall. Faculty 
trained through an Online Development 
Program at STCC. 

While it is the only technical com- 
munity college in Massachusetts and 
prepares students to enter the workforce 
upon graduation, STCC also offers an 
opportunity for students to obtain a de- 
gree in liberal arts and transfer to a four- 
year college or university. Given the 
affordability and value of a STCC edu- 
cation, students who might have eyed a 
four-year experience are giving the com- 
munity college a second look this fall, 
said Richard Greco, dean of Liberal Arts 
and Professional Studies. 

“We spent this year close to a 
half-million dollars on training and de- 
velopment to ensure we are offering the 
best courses possible,’ Greco said. “Why 
send your child to a college where they 
are going to be living in a one-bedroom 
dorm, taking classes online for $50,000 
a year when you can come to STCC and 





spend $2,700 for a semester to get a high 
quality education that we spent a long 
time preparing for?” 

STCC will offer online classes with 
a mix of low-density on campus labs for 
health, science and technical programs. 
The college will continue to restrict ac- 
cess during the fall semester and will re- 
quire students and faculty to follow strict 
safety protocol when they are on campus. 

In an update to the STCC Board of 
Trustees, President John B. Cook said 
more than 80 percent of the credits at 
STCC will be offered online this fall. Pri- 
or to the pandemic, about 12-14 percent 
were offered online. 

“That’s an incredible and stunning 
change in a matter of months,” Cook told 
the board. “It allows us to still be viable.” 

Online learning offers flexibility and 
quality 

Mary Wiseman and Kyle Kraus, in- 
structional designers at STCC, worked 
one-on-one with faculty to help them 
develop their online classes. Faculty will 
be using a number of digital tools includ- 
ing Zoom conferencing. STCC uses an 
online learning management tool called 
Blackboard to access course resources 
which include video, audio, PowerPoint 
slide presentations, graphics and more. 

Wiseman is a big advocate of online 
learning, having studied the method for 
over 26 years. She highlights advantages 
to the approach, which include greater 
flexibility. Students who are juggling a 
busy schedule can access materials on- 
line 24/7 and complete the academic 
work at their own pace. 

“An online experience is a very 
thoughtful, planned, unfolding of a 
course in the virtual space,” Wiseman 
said. “There’s a lot you can do online. 
It’s very exciting. When you take away 
the fact that somebody has to be at a par- 
ticular place at a particular time, you take 
away a lot of constraints.” 

Wiseman said online courses are as 
rigorous as face-to-face courses. 

“T’ve been studying online for 26 
years so I think it’s a really good way to 
continue your education and keep invest- 
ing in yourself. You will never go wrong 
investing in your own education and your 
own Self,’ she said. 








In addition to online courses, STCC 
will offer support services online, includ- 
ing advising services, library and student 
orientations. STCC, a Hispanic Serving 
Institution, is able to provide some stu- 
dents with Chromebook laptop comput- 
ers and WiFi hotspots. The college will 
offer support to students who need help 
with the online experience. 

Faculty look forward to online in- 
struction 

STCC faculty say their preparation 
over the summer has them feeling confi- 
dent about the new semester. 

Jennifer DeForge, professor of Ar- 
chitectural and Building Technology, 
said students who are used to the “hands- 
on” approach at STCC will not be disap- 
pointed. 

“Topics in Architecture and Build- 
ing Technology classes are very hands- 
on, but we have created a unique and 
inventive way to bring this to a distance 
format,’ DeForge said. “For me, build- 
ing technology will benefit greatly from 
learning online, as our construction and 
businesses are already using virtual plat- 
forms to create integrated team design, 
planning and building for large construc- 
tion projects, and can be used for the res- 
idential sector. So, learning online right 
now is a great way to introduce these 
concepts that our students will be using 
in real life.” 

Frances Riddle, a professor of art, 
said the pandemic disruption in March 
was not easy for faculty or students. But 
she is looking forward to applying the 
exhaustive training she obtained over the 
summer to the virtual classroom.” 

“In the spring, everybody was doing 
emergency remote teaching, and that’s 
not what we’re going to be doing in the 
fall,’ Riddle said. “In the fall we are 
planning, and we are educating ourselves 
on how to teach quality, rigorous, engag- 
ing online classes. 

“T am personally intrigued and ex- 
cited about it,’ Riddle added. “It’s excit- 
ing to see what we can do with a hands 
on-class, like a studio class, where stu- 
dents are making art, and professors are 
guiding them through that process in an 
online class.” 





Teens whose parents talk to them often about 
substance use are less likely to use drugs or 
drink alcohol. Please remember, there is help! 
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Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
The van for New Hope Inc., containing food intended to go to military fami- 
lies and veterans in need. 


VETERANS | from page 1 


ey to purchase the food. 
The two organizations have 


for military families and veterans. 


collaborated with one another even 
before the distribution. 

‘““We’ve had a relationship since 
our two organizations were found- 


ed,” said Prestwood-Taylor. “Our 
volunteers helped with their retreats 
at different times and they’ve come 
to some of our trainings. This was 
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Courtesy Photo 


Members of New Hope Inc. and The Brookfield Institute distributing food 


an extension of the relationship that 
we've had.” 

The distribution was set up 
to give each recipient a box of 
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non-perishables, non-frozen meat, 
a bag with eggs and bread or other 
item. She said they had 40 available 
slots for the distribution recipients, 
which filled up right away. 

As for why a drive like this is 
important, Prestwood-Taylor said 
she enjoys supporting local veter- 
ans and is happy to provide them 
the support they need. 

“Veterans are so appreciative 
to have the support,’ said Prest- 
wood-Taylor. We’re able to treat 
them with dignity as we give them 
food. It’s not seconds, it’s not dent- 
ed cans, it’s really good food.” 

Volunteers such as Richard Ce- 
hon II, who has been working there 
for two years, said he was happy to 
participate. 

“T enjoy it,’ said Cehon III. 
“Bill Moore (William H. Moore, 
New Hope’s Executive Director) is 
a very nice guy and is very thought- 
ful throughout the community. He 
likes to give stuff away.” He also 


said their mission is “to support as 


SHOP YOUR 
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facilities 


many veterans as possible and ex- 
pand to accommodate all of Massa- 
chusetts.” 

Other volunteers, including 
Ware resident Chuck Lindsay, who 
will also now volunteer for BI and 
formerly served on the Joint Mili- 
tary Advisory Group, also said they 
understand the importance of lend- 
ing a helping hand to the veterans. 

“Tm privileged not to need 
assistance and it’s so wonderful to 
help the people that do,” said Lind- 
say. 

“One of the things I appreciat- 
ed about working with Project New 
Hope is that they try to bring a va- 
riety of food that’s fresh and nutri- 
tious and I really appreciated that 
they’re conscientious about provid- 
ing the best food for the veterans.” 

To learn more about New 
Hope, visit https://www.new-hope. 
org/. Call (413) 563-7282 for more 
information on the Brookfield Insti- 
tute. 


DCR recreational 
advisory: spray decks 
and pool facilities 


The Massachusetts Department of Conserva- 
tion and Recreation (DCR) announced it will ex- 
tend the season for agency-managed spray decks 
through Sunday, Sept. 27. Additionally, DCR-man- 
aged deep-water and wading pools will close for 
the season at the end of the day on Sunday, Aug. 23. 

WHERE: DCR-managed spray decks and pool 


WHEN: Spray decks remain open through 


Sunday, Sept. 27; and pool facilities close for the 
season on Sunday, Aug. 23. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


Some schools still need 
to decide whether to 
participate 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— Fall sports are set 
to begin and soccer will be a part of 
the fall lineup as a modified season 
will be the first up with a number of 
modifications. 

What schools will participate 
in the fall season is still up in the air 
following an announcement by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic Ath- 


HIGH SCHOOL 


Fall sports set to begin on Sept. 18 


letic Association last week stating 
schools could begin practicing on 
Sept. 18. 

The COVID-19 Task Force 
made several recommendations that 
were adopted by the MIAA Board 
of Directors. 

As of now, the fall season will 
run from Sept. 18 through Nov. 20. 
Soccer, gymnastics, cross country, 
field hockey, girls volleyball, and 
golf will all be able to practice and 
play games. 

During the fall season, football 
and cheerleading can practice, but 
they cannot play or participation in 
contests. 

As of the current vote, the win- 


OT rules for field hockey 
top changes for sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — With the return 
of fall sports, the MIAA Board 
of Directors have chosen to adopt 
changes to sports recommend- 
ed by it’s COVID-19 Task Force 
committee and the Executive Of- 
fice of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs (EEA). 

Field hockey will see a num- 
ber of big changes with the game 
somewhat resembling | playoff 
overtimes and the elimination of 
a number of regular parts of the 
game. 

Field hockey will have no 
penalty corners and players are 
expected to observe the field yard 


Coaches will be limited to 
just three per bench. 

Players will not be allowed 
to head the ball, and the use of 
“walls” on a restart in play will 
not be allowed due to attempts to 
socially distance. 

Throw-ins will also be elim- 
inated and a kick-in will be uti- 
lized instead. Opposing players 
must be at least 10 yards away 
from the ball. 

Goal kicks and punts or 
throws back into play from goal- 
keepers will also be modified. 
The ball is not allowed to travel 
past midfield or the other team re- 
ceives an indirect kick. 

Another major modification 
is made to penalty kicks. During 


ter season in scheduled to take place 
from Nov. 30 to Feb. 21. The win- 
ter season is currently scheduled to 
have basketball, even though it is a 
high-risk vote. 

The floating season, also being 
labeled as “Fall Sports IT” will take 
place from Feb. 22 to April 25. Uni- 
fied basketball, football, and cheer- 
leading will be played. Schools 
that were not able to participate in 
certain fall sports during the first 
fall season will also be able to play 
during that time. 

The schools that could po- 
tentially participate in sports like 
soccer and field hockey during the 
floating season depend on which 


HIGH SCHOOL 


schools vote to keep students off the 
field during the first fall season. 

Schools that are doing full re- 
mote learning and hybrid model 
learning where students are going 
to school only part of the time will 
have to vote on whether students 
can play. It is not clear yet which 
schools are or not participate in 
Western Mass. sports this fall, and 
schedules for games have yet to be 
established. 

A 22-0 vote of the MIAA Board 
of Directors approved the current 
version of the sports calendar. 

The Board of Directors also 
unanimously voted to attempt to 
create fall schedules that are league 


Preparing 
for a new fall 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Several teams got a taste of what the fall will look like as they partici- 
pated in summer program held at South Hadley High School for seven 
weeks. Teams from several area communities, including South Hadley, 
Agawam, Holyoke, and Belchertown, participated in scrimmages that 
included 7-on-7 play, a rule that will be part of the fall season due to 
the pandemic and the need to limit contact. Teams also played without 
penalty corners and other modifications. 
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specific and keep travel to a mini- 
mum by scheduled games within 
close geographic regions. In West- 
ern Massachusetts, the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic Con- 
ference, the group that governs the 
leagues in the region, will be chal- 
lenged with coming up with that 
schedule. 

One major fallback of the fall 
season is the elimination of the 


tournament. 

With the elimination of the 
tournament, there will unlikely be 
a final-sponsored MIAA Western 
Massachusetts soccer tournament, a 
big tradition in the region. 

The PVIAC is working on 
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hosting its own tournament for the 
region before the new statewide 
tournaments begin in fall 2021, but 
the plans for that have been put on 
hold since the pandemic. 

Another major caveat to the fall 
sports seasons is that if towns have 
spikes in coronavirus cases that lead 
to the community being labeled 
high-risk by the state, that school 
would have to cease play. This fall, 
teams that have to cease play can 
come back during the floating sea- 
son, when hopefully, play would 
be unrestricted because a vaccine 1s 
available. 


full on any and all free hits. It’s 
already a rule, but will likely be 
more strictly enforced. 
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But the biggest change is that 
all regular play will be 7-on-7. 
Those rules usually apply to over- 
time, and overtime in field hockey 
is only played during the playoffs. 
All other games end in ties. 

Other modifications to lim- 
it contact are the elimination of 
stick inspections during the pre- 
game as coaches will be responsi- 
ble for making sure that all sticks 
are legal for use in games. Offi- 
cials would normally do a stick 
inspection prior to all games. 

Soccer is the other sport that 
will see some significant changes 
due to the amount of contact that 
can take place between players. 

To begin, the games will 
be separated into four separate 
20-minute quarters. There will be 
two minutes in between quarters 
with the exception of halftime, 
which will be a 10-minute rest 
period like normal. But timeouts 
will be eliminated. 


AUTO RACING 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Jus- 


will be allowed. A goalie who 
saves or deflects the ball will re- 
ceive a goal kick. 

Slide tackles and other major 
contact are also prohibited and 
could result in direct kicks or yel- 
low cards. 

In volleyball, teams will have 
to eliminate a lot of the contact 
they are used to. Teams typically 
huddle quickly before and after 
plays, and shake hands or high- 
five before and after the match. 
All of those traditions will be 
eliminated for the season. 

There will also be a regu- 
lar cycling of balls to keep balls 
clean. 

Cross country will see waves 
of runners rather all of the runners 
lined up to start the game. 

All sports will have to ob- 
serve a lot of social distancing 
rules, non-shared equipment, and 
making sure all types of contact 
are limited. 


and Farnum’s stablemate, Chris 


Bonsignore wins modified 1 race at Monadnock 


tin Bonsignore has Monadnock 
Speedway pretty well figured out. 
Sunday, the Empire State star won 
the NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour Wade Cole Memorial 200 
at the storied high-banked quar- 
ter-mile. 

It was Bonsignore’s — third 
Whelen Tour victory at Monad- 
nock, duplicated big scores here in 
2013 and 2014, the latter the famed 
all-green 200-lapper. When Bon- 
signore won that one, in fact, Sun- 
day’s main event namesake, Wade 
Cole, was in the field, as was open- 
wheel legend Ted Christopher. 

With rain blanketing the re- 
gion Saturday, the speedway’s 11th 
event of the season was pushed 
ahead to Sunday, and second-gen- 
eration star Matt Kimball (Ben- 
nington, NH) found the afternoon 
racing conditions just to his liking, 
scoring his first NHSTRA Modi- 
fied victory of the season. 

Other winners Sunday in- 
cluded Jaret Curtis (Rutland, Ma), 
Street Stocks; Gordon Farnum 
(Fitzwilliam, NH), Mini Stocks; 


Davis (Winchester, NH), Pure 
Stocks. 

Jon McKennedy set fast time 
in the Whelen Mods, posting a lap 
time of 12.781 seconds to sit on 
the pole as the 28-car field began 
the big dance. Bonsignore took the 
green beside him. 

McKennedy led the first 60 
laps of the main event, with Ron 
Silk draped all over him, and Bon- 
signore cruising close behind in 
third. Silk then took control of the 
Cole Memorial, with Bonsignore 
moving up to the deuce slot 17 cir- 
cuits later. 

Bonsignore ran in Silk’s shad- 
ow until rocketing through the 
low groove to take the lead on 


176, taking the checkers by a six- 


Cameron Houle and Solomon 





Submitted photos 
Justin Bonsignore gets the victory this past week in the modified race. 


length margin 24 laps later. Doug 
Coby, strong all day in the sev- 
en-caution event, came home third, 
with Anthony Nocella and Ronnie 
Williams completing the top five. 
McKennedy finished ninth. 
Sunday’s victory was Bon- 
signore’s third in five completed 
Whelen Tour events this season. 


Brow led the NHSTRA Mods to 
the green, with Houle grabbing the 
early lead. Rookie Cory Plummer 
then took charge and kept the field 
at bay until Matt Kimball, from 
row four, blasted into the top spot 
on lap 16. 

The Bennington, N.H. hot 
shoe was still up front when this 


one was shortened with a yellow/ 
checkers ending after numerous 
cautions had slowed its march to 
conclusion. Todd Patnode, who’d 
quietly cruised into second on 
lap 29, was second, with division 
points leader Brian Robie moving 
closer to the championship in third. 
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Modifieds finally 
returning to Thompson 


THOMPSON, Conn. — The 
high banks of Connecticut’s historic 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park were set to roar once again on 
Wednesday, Sept. 2. The Thompson 
150 for the NASCAR Whelen Mod- 
ified Tour will be the 81st season 
opener at North America’s original 
asphalt speedway as it finally gets 
the 2020 season underway. 

The biggest names in Modified 
racing will converge on the 5/8-mile 
track for the Tour’s 147th visit to 
Thompson, including point leader 
Justin Bonsignore, six-time Cham- 
pion Doug Coby, and former track 
champion Woody Pitkat. Add in a 
full card of racing for the track’s 
fives local divisions, and it will be 
an action-packed midweek night af- 
ter months of anticipation. 

A full field is expected for the 
Whelen Modified Tour’s sixth stop 
of the season. Already, the event has 
been given a jolt of star power in the 
form of Berlin, CT’s Ryan Preece. 
The NASCAR Cup Series compet- 
itor has announced he will return 


home for the Thompson 150 driving 
the TS Haulers Team car owned by 
Ed and Connie Partridge. 

Preece is no stranger to success 
at Thompson Speedway. He won 
the Sunoco Modified championship 
in 2012 and 2014 to go with three 
Whelen Modified Tour wins at the 
track. Still, with the caliber of com- 
petition on the Tour, it will be any- 
thing but an easy homecoming. 

In fact, Holtsville, NY’s Bon- 
signore 1s likely the man to beat. The 
2018 NASCAR Modified champion 
has won seven of the last eight Tour 
events at Thompson. Bonsignore 
also won the first two features of 
2020 and leads the standings by 10 
points over Milford, CT’s Coby, 
who is the only driver to interrupt 
Bonsignore’s Thompson domi- 
nance over the past two years. 

Plenty of other racers on the 
entry list are worthy of fans’ atten- 
tion come Wednesday, including 
former Thompson winner Timmy 
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Basketball Hall to have first colorized minted coins 


SPRINGFIELD — In Au- 
gust 2020, the U.S. Mint re- 
leases its first colorized coins 
as part of the Basketball Hall 
of Fame Commemorative 
Coin Program. The program 
recognizes the 60th anniversa- 
ry of the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame with 
curved coins in gold, silver, 
and clad. A limited number 
of silver proof and clad uncir- 
culated coins are colorized on 
the reverse side. The silver coin 
features a colored net, rim, and 
channels on the basketball. The 


clad coin colorizes the entire 
basketball as well as the net 
and rim. 

Colorizing coins appeared 
in the early 1990s by nations 
such as Uganda, Equatorial 
Guinea, and Palau. Now many 
countries around the world 
make colorized coins. Canada 
and Australia are large produc- 
ers of these coins and develop 
many innovative techniques 
for applying color. The Royal 
Canadian Mint was the first to 
produce a colorized circulating 


Coins are colorized by 
methods such as applying a 
“sticker” to the surface, adding 
ink or paint through a comput- 
erized “printing” process, or 
enameling by filling recessed 
areas with paint. The U.S. Mint 
used a third-party to colorize 
the Basketball commemorative 
coins using an automated pro- 
cess. 

The Basketball Hall of 
Fame Colorized Silver Coin 
features a white net, dark or- 
ange rim, and black channels 
on the basketball. Channels are 


the seams that go around the 
ball. Limiting the color on the 
ball to the channels retains the 
look of the silver and texture of 
the basketball. 

The clad colorized coin 
features an orange basketball 
with black channels, white net, 
and dark orange rim. Applying 
color to the whole basketball 
enhances the curvature of the 
coin and gives it a three-dimen- 
sional effect. The colors of the 
net and rim enhance the effect. 
The orange color of the basket- 
ball matches the hue associated 


with the sport. 

In addition to the color- 
ized silver and clad coins, the 
Basketball Hall of Fame Com- 
memorative Coin Program 
includes gold, silver, and clad 
coins without color in proof 
and uncirculated finishes. All 
the coins in the program share 
the same obverse and reverse 
designs that celebrate the sport 
of basketball and the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame. 


Bay State games launches 32nd year 
of Future Leaders Scholarship 


REGION — The Bay State 
Games is pleased to announce that 
applications are now being accept- 
ed for the 2020 Future Leaders 
Scholarship Program. This marks 
the thirty-second year of this valu- 
able scholarship program that rec- 
ognizes the leaders of tomorrow 
who excel in academics, commu- 
nity service, and athletics. The 
scholarship program is available 
to any Massachusetts High School 
student in the class of 2021. Due to 
the cancellation of the 2020 Sum- 
mer Games, participation in the 
Bay State Games is not required 
but is recommended. Six $1,000 
scholarships will be awarded to the 
top applicants. 


BUS 1 from page 1 


a different look, because those cohorts 
that travel on Monday and Tuesday may 
be in different geographic areas than 
those who travel on Thursday and Fri- 
day,” said Damien. “While we’re going 
to try to keep it geographically in the 
same areas, itll depend on who in each 
neighborhood is going on the particular 
cohort.” 

In the PPS district, each bus will 
only take up to 25 passengers, who must 
all wear masks while remaining three 
feet apart, per DESE guidelines. 

Monson Public Schools 
In Monson Public Schools, business 


coin, the 25-cent coin, in 2004. 


“Bay State Games is proud to 
provide valuable college scholar- 
ships to student-athletes represent- 
ing high schools and communities 
from across Massachusetts,” said 
Bay State Games Executive Di- 
rector, Kevin Cummings. “While 
the COVID-19 pandemic impact- 
ed our traditional spring time- 
frame for this scholarship, we have 
moved the process to the fall to 
ensure that students in the class of 
2021 will still have access to this 
opportunity. I encourage all for- 
mer Bay State Games Summer and 
Winter Games participants cur- 
rently entering their senior year of 
high school to apply.” 

Candidates must submit their 


and finance officer Michelle Loglisci 
said they’ve made alterations to their 
busing plans as well, based on the DESE 
guidelines. 

“We are limiting our seating capaci- 
ty and our school buses to now 23,” said 
Loglisci. “The district, knowing this 
when they did their survey for students 
for in-person or remote learning, also 
asked if parents who chose in-person 
would need bus transportation or not. 
We are building our routes based on 
those survey results.” 

She also said as of Aug. 31, the 
number of students occupying their bus- 
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41. Dish soap 
45. Witnesses 


47. Newspaper 
bigwigs 

50. Discuss again 

54. Small group with 
shared interests 

55, Support 
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46. Ancient Greek City 
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2. Arousing intense 
feeling 
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4. Muscular 
weaknesses 

5. Before the present 
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application information online by 
October 15, 2020. The selection 
process will begin with a review of 
each student’s application, written 
recommendations, and transcripts. 
A number of students will then 
be selected for virtual interviews 
which will be conducted the week 
of November 9. At the conclusion 
of interviews, six statewide schol- 
arship winners will be announced. 

Additional information on the 
scholarship and a link to an appli- 
cation form can be found at www. 
baystategames.org/future-lead- 
ers-scholarship. 

For questions, 
baystategames.org or call 781- 
932-6555. 


2015 


email info@ 


Pioneers announce 
tryouts for 
upcoming season 


LUDLOW — WUP FC is proud to hold try- 
outs for the 2020-2021 season. Tryouts are for Boys 
and Girls of all age groups including an open house 
for younger ages: 

Developmental Academy: players born in 2013- 


First Kick: players born in 2016 

This registration session will allow you to com- 
plete contact information, and sign up for partici- 
pation. Please read through each page carefully to 
ensure that all information is provided accurately. 

To ensure we can create the safest environment 
for your player due to COVID19 precautions, we are 
still working on exact dates and times to conduct 
tryouts for the 2020-2021 season. Players may be 
invited to smaller training sessions and/or limited 
attendance tryout venues. You will be notified with 


options via email. 


es is within the capacity or under it. 

“We’re in pretty decent shape,’ 
said Loglisci. “We’re planning on start- 
ing on the 9" (of September) with our 
bus routes ready to go. Parents will be 
getting notified of their bus routes this 
week.” She also said buses will be disin- 
fected twice per day and masks are ex- 
pected to be worn on the bus at all times. 

Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 

At Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School, Tricia Brennan 
from J.P, McCarthy and Sons transpor- 
tation said they will only be allowing 25 
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a chance for us to enhance our skills, 
to hopefully showcase our talents and 
to hopefully play for college down the 
road. I worked hard all my life as well 
as the rest of my team, from team prac- 
tices to running in the freezing rain and 
spending extra hours away. I feel that 
everybody has the right to make their 
own decisions to decide whether they 
would like to play sports. If you would 
not like to participate than that is totally 
okay and I respective everyone’s choice, 
but please don’t take away mine.” 
Letendre offered similar senti- 
ments. “If some parents are comfort- 
able allowing their child to play sports, 
then they choose to do that,’ said Le- 
tendre. “Please remember how import- 
ant sports are not only to the athletes, 
but to the school as well. Many of us 
have been working very hard through 
our high school career. We have person 
and team goals that we want to achieve 
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Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in 
Palmer, is seeking an energetic person to join them as editor of two 


of its weekly papers. 


The successful candidate will have strong community 


IS KNOCKING 


children on the bus at a time. 

“Because they split the grades, it’s 
actually working out,’ said Brennan. 
“It’s really not that different, it’s just 
that we have to pick up different kids on 
different weeks.” 

Students will be required to wear a 
face mask and be seated in a zigzag for- 
mation, meaning when one student sits 
on one side of the bus, the other will be 
across from them in the next aisle. Also, 
disinfection will be both in the morn- 
ing and afternoon, with a deep cleaning 
once a week. 


during our short time here at PHS.” 

A second recommendation from 
the school’s athletics department — to 
allow hybrid students, non-hybrid stu- 
dents, home-schooled students and co- 
op students in sports for the 2020 fall 
athletics season — also prompted a dis- 
cussion. 

Vice-chairperson Gary A. Blanch- 
ette and committee member Charles 
Baker said they were concerned. 

“T think it contradicts the whole 
reasoning behind why we voted hybrid 
in the first place and to keeps kids in 
a safe, clean, sanitized environment in 
the school,” said Blanchette. 

Committee member Joseph Nom- 
pleggi said while he understands the 
decisions parents have made for their 
students, it’s important to note that so- 
cial distancing and mask-wearing 1s the 
most important thing to do to prevent 
spreading in these modified practic- 
es. He also said that the 

sports cohorts being set 
up will separate athletes 
and make contact-trac- 
ing easier. 

In the end, the 
recommendation to let 
both hybrid and remote 
learning students play 
sports was approved, 
3-2, with Baker and 
Blanchette opposing 
the motion. 


journalism skills and have telling a community's stories in their 
DNA. They must also successfully execute an array of tasks 


including managing a staff writer, copy editing and guiding 
coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write 
Stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 


publications. 


lf you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism, who 
in fact might consider it a calling, and who has a vision for growing 
and connecting with our valued readers, we encourage you to 


apply for this position. 


Qualifications should include: 
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Sunday’s Street Stock 25-lapper was a battle of the 
Rutland, Mass. Curtis twins. Jaret and Chase. Jaret took 
the lead from Tim Wenzel on lap two and never looked 
back en route to his second win of the summer. Chase, 
the points leader, got up for second on lap eight and 
chased his sibling the rest of the way. 

Mini Stock points leader Gordon Farnum flew past 
Nathan Wenzel on lap 19 of their Sunday feature and 
then sped away to his fifth victory lap of the summer. 
Wenzel was strong in second, with Jeff Asselin third. 

In the Pures, 2019 track champ Chris Davis started 
up front and easily scored his third win of the season, 
unfortunately equaling the number of engines he’s lost 
in 2020. Jimmy Zellman came from row four to earn 
his best finish of the summer in second, and Nick Houle 
came home third. Top points man Mike Douglas fin- 
ished fourth to stay comfortably atop the championship 
chase. 

The Pro Truck Series made its second visit of the 
summer to the high banks Sunday, with Gerard Giorda- 
no Jr. topping a spirited 55-lapper. Giordano grabbed 
the top spot from Dave Koenig on lap 37 and held him 
at bay the rest of the way. Connor Souza was third. Sat- 
urday, September 5, Monadnock Speedway returns to 
action with the multi-track NHSTRA Modifieds taking 
center stage with a Battle for The Cup event. For more 
information, please visit www.monadnockspeedway. 
com. 

NASCAR WHELEN MODIFIEDS (Top 10): Jus- 
tin Bonsignore, Ron Silk, Doug Coby, Anthony Nocel- 
la, Ronnie Williams, Matt Hirschman, Woody Pitkat, 
Sammy Rameau, Jon McKennedy, Craig Lutz. 

NHSTRA Modified: Matt Kimball, Todd Patnode, 
Brian Robie, Solomon Brow, Ben Byrne, Joel Monah- 
an, Trevor Bleau, Kim Rivet, Zach Leone, Cory Plum- 
mer, Cameron Houle, Jason Houle, Brad Zahensky, 
Kevin Pittsinger, Scott MacMichael, Brian Chapin, Rob 
Richardi, Eric Leclair, Scott Bourne 

Mini Stocks: Gordon Farnum, Nathan Wenzel, 
Jeff Asselin, Kevin Cormier, Pat Houle, Tim Leblanc, 
Joshua Hubbard, Bill Chaffee, Jake Puchalski, Joshua 
Wright, Bobby Kirker, Aaron Thompson, Ethan Marsh, 
Raymond King, Kevin Russell, Kevin Clayton, Adam 
Sprague 

Street Stocks: Jaret Curtis, Chase Curtis, Chris 
Buffone, Hillary Renaud, Kenny Thompson, Paul Bar- 
nard, Bryan Granger, Tim Wenzel, Ed Brehio 

Pure Stocks: Chris Davis, Jimmy Zellman, Nick 
Houle, Mike Douglas, Brandon Lavoie, CJ Johnson, 
Matt Lambert, Cory Lofland, JD Stockwell, Jason Ler- 
ay, Tucker Houle, Zack Richardson, Joshua Slyz 
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Solomito, recent Jennerstown Speedway winner Craig 
Lutz, 2015 Sunoco Modified champion Pitkat, and for- 
mer International Supermodified Association champion 
Jon McKennedy. Other standouts expected to take the 
green include Anthony Nocella, Ron Silk, Matt Swan- 
son, and David Sapienza. 

Meanwhile, the track’s local classes finally get their 
first taste of competition in 2020. The Sunoco Modi- 
fieds have a 30-lap, $1,500-to-win shootout that will 
surely draw some of the region’s top SK Modified rac- 
ers. Eight-ttme Thompson Speedway champion Keith 
Rocco of Wallingford, CT never backs down from a 
challenge, and neither does Pitkat, who still wins regu- 
larly in both the Modifieds and Late Models. 

The Thompson Late Models also have a big show 
with $1,200 going to the winner of their 25-lap feature. 
Dartmouth, MA’s Derek Gluchacki and Warwick, RI’s 
Mark Jenison, along with Pitkat, are a few of the stand- 
outs known to be heading for Northeastern Connecti- 
cut. The 18-year-old Gluchacki is a rising Late Model 
star who currently leads the American-Canadian Tour 
(ACT) rookie standings. The veteran Jenison has three 
wins over the last two years. The Limited Sportsmen, 
SK Light Modifieds, and Mini Stocks will also bring 
their A-game for the long-awaited return of Thompson 
oval track racing. 

The Thompson 150 for the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour is coming to Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park on Wednesday, September 
2. Qualifying begins at 5:00pm with features starting 
at 6:00pm and the Thompson 150 expected to go green 
at 8:00pm. Admission is $44 for adults and $25 for 
kids ages 12 and under. Advance tickets are available 
now at https://happsnow.com/event/Thompson-Speed- 
way-Motorsports-Park- YHPQ(link is external). Gen- 
eral admission is limited to 25 percent of capacity per 
state health and safety guidelines. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@turley. 
com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 








The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 
Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Tuiness Oat tere sees OA =n 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


AO. Intrinsic nature of 
something 

41. Neural structures 

42. Brews 

43. Where ships take 
on cargo 

44. Holiday season 
singer 

47. Shock treatment 

48. Popular average 

49. Products 

51. A type of bear 

52. Utilize 

53. Old world, new 

58. Swiss river 


dance 
15. Charles S. Dutton 
TV series 
16. A way to use up 
19. Singular event 
21. Home of Disney 
World 
23. Minerals 
24. Most insightful 
25. Consult (abbr.) 
26. In addition 64. Pitching stat 
2/. Agents of downfall 65. Attempt 
30. Organizations 
34. Supervises flying CLUES DOWN 
35. Bar bill 1. Czech monetary 
36. Alfalfa unit 


56. Popular sportcoat 
fabric 

57. Take hold of 

59. Pre-Mayan 
civilization 

60. Woman (French) 

61. Wheeled vehicle 

62. Georgia rockers 

63. Cold War player 


9. Silly 

13. Political 
organization 

14. Used of a number 
or amount not 
specified 

17. Divisions of the 
psyche 

18. Denial 

20. Ancient Iranian 
person 

22. Count on 

2/. Popular sports 
league 

28. Water (French) 

29. Partner to cheese 


e Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 
e — Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 
e Own camera and photography experience preferred 
e Editing experience and the ability to write clean copy in 
a fast-paced, deadline-driven environment 
Proficiency in Associated Press style 
Management experience and/or experience managing 
content for a print publication 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 263-3330 ext. 100 
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Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for 
our editor's position and send it along with a resume 
and three writing samples to 
Managing Editor Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


DEATH NOTICES 





Oe bee Gees Rees Oey, es ee 
Brian see /2 


2014-2015. 

Hoose re- 
mained an advo- 
cate for the city 
and causes he held 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





Menard, Sr., Roger R. 
Died July 31, 2020 


Bird (Spooner) Evelyn F. 
Died August 28, 2020 


Skowyra, Stanley D. 
Died August 23, 2020 
Services are Private 


Ford (Maziarz), Shirley 
Died August 10, 2020 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
services are Private 


which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


WESTFIELD - City advo- 
cate Brian Hoose, 72, died Aug. 
23 after battling cancer. Hoose 
was born in Holyoke and lived in 
Delaware and California. He was 


Westfield News, 
writing letters to 
the editor on a 
regular basis. 
Hoose leaves 


Hoose, Brian 
Died August 23, 2020 





a U.S. Army veteran who served dear. When he was ‘ <<a “i 1 his sister Jean 
Exceptions will be made only when the family in Vietnam. He later returned to no longer a coun- Rodich and a 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. Massachusetts and lived in Chi- cilor, he attend- nephew. Burial 
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Evelyn F. Ss sian Dire, 95 


Evelyn F. (Spooner) Bird, 
95, of Palmer died Friday, Aug. 
28, 2020 at the Palmer Health- 
care Center. Born in Shrews- 
bury on Jan. 30, 1925, she was 
the daughter of the late William 
O. and Alice (Morey) Spooner. 
Evelyn was a long-time mem- 
ber of the Second Congrega- 
tional Church in Palmer, where 
she sang in the choir for many 
years. 

She is survived by her hus- 
band of 76 years, Joseph H. 


Bird, her four chil- 


dren, Robert Bird 
and his wife Julia 
of Wales, Janet Bird 


and her partner Rich- 
ard Bushey of Cabot, 
VT, Richard Bird and 
his wife Wilma of 
Hampden and Nancy 
Roy and her husband 
Daniel of Palmer. She 
is also survived by nine grand- 
children and eight great-grand- 
children. 





A Memorial Ser- 
vice celebrating her 
life will be sched- 
uled at a later date. 
In heu of flowers, 
contributions in Eve- 
lyn’s memory may be 
made to her church, 
the Second Congrega- 
tional Church, 1080 
Pleasant St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069. Nowak Funeral & 
Cremation Services of Spring- 
field is assisting the family. 


Madeline (Muller) Comeau-Handyside (1936-2020) 


Madeline (Muller) Co- 
meau-Handyside died peacefully 
in her home in Florida on August 
18, 2020 after long illness. Madie 
was born in the Bronx, N.Y., 
lived in Monson and for the last 
33 years lived in Belleview and 
Summerfield, Fla. She enjoyed 
gardening, bird watching and 
loved her cats. Madie worked in 
the kitchen at Monson Develop- 
mental Center and also worked 


at Microdyne in Oca- 
la, Fla. Madie leaves 
behind her seven chil- 
dren: Joseph Comeau 
in Bakersville, N.C., 
Diane Nothe in Sum- 
merfield, Fla., John 
Comeau in Gun Bar- 
rel City, Tex., James 
Comeau in Arlington, 
Tex., Jeffrey Comeau 





in Monson, and Daniel 
Comeau in Monson. 
She also leaves behind 
two sisters, a brother, 
16 grandchildren and 
15 great grandchil- 
dren. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made in her 
memory to Hospice of 
Marion County, 3231 


in Brimfield, Mass., Jane Wakem SW 34th Ave., Ocala, FL 34474 


Shirley (Maziarz) ~_ 


Beloved Wife, Mother, 
Grandma and Sister, Shirley 
(Maziarz) Ford formerly of 
Glastonbury, CT, West Hartford, 
CT and Lehigh Acres, FL passed 
away peacefully on August 10" 
in Leesburg, VA. Shirley was the 
beloved wife of the late J. Robert 
Ford, former high school prin- 
cipal, and deeply loved moth- 
er of; Tom and his wife Donna 
Ford of Glastonbury, CT, Bob 
and his wife Stephanie Ford of 
Berlin, CT and Shannon and her 
husband Mike Brennan of Lees- 
burg, VA. She was very proud 
of her 8 grandchildren who she 
loved very much; Matt, Mike, 
Emily, Bobby, Brian, Julia, Mi- 
chael and Sean. She is survived 
by siblings; Stephen and Gail 
Maziarz of Palmer, MA, Betty 
and Tom Terault of Belchertown, 
MA and Joan and Austin Sweet 
of Pinewild, NC and her beloved 
sister-in-law Joanne Styspeck of 
Hadley, MA along many nieces 
and nephews. 

She was born to the late 


sweetheart Bob in 
high school. After 
their marriage, they 
lived in Norton, MA 
for 5 years then moved 
to Glastonbury, CT 
where they raised their 
3 children and lived for 
over 40 years, meeting 
many of their dear life- 
long friends. 

While living in Glaston- 
bury, Shirley worked as an 
award-winning realtor at Hol- 
land and Rulander Real Estate, 
at Arbor Acres Poultry and Le 
Parisian Bakery as an accountant 
before ending her long career as 
a commercial property manager 
in downtown Hartford at The Es- 
sex Building. Shirley earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
the University of Connecticut 
while working full time in her 
40’s. However, her greatest joy 
of all was raising and spending 
time with her family. 

For the past 14+ years, Shir- 
ley and Bob shared their time 





FL and West Hartford, 
CT. They = enjoyed 
spending time golfing 
with friends as mem- 
bers of the TPC River 
Highlands Golf Club 
for over 36° years, 
where she twice made 
a hole-in-one. During 
their retirement they 
loved to explore the 
corners of the world traveling 
extensively with family and 
friends. Several repeat trips in- 
cluded the Orient, Europe, Mex- 
ico and throughout the United 
States. 

Shirley selflessly spent her 
life caring for her family and 
will always be remembered and 
cherished for doing so by her 
loved ones. Shirley will be laid 
to rest alongside her husband 
at The Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Glastonbury at a family service. 
Contributions may be made to 
the American Cancer Society on 
behalf of Shirley by going to: 
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/ 


advertisers 


Let them know 
you saw their 


copee before he settled in West- 
field in 1998 where he became 
active in the Democratic City 
Committee. He served on the 
Off-Street Parking Commission 
and was a City Councilor from 


ed council meetings and often 
spoke during public comment. 
Hoose was a teacher and worked 
in the various positions within 
the human service field. Brian 
was an active contributor to The 


with military honors was held 
on Tuesday, Sept. Ist at 2 p.m. 
at the Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery. www.fir- 
tionadams.comw 


Roger R. Menard, Sr., 55 


Roger R. Menard, Sr., 55 
died July 31, 2020 at New Brit- 
ain General Hospital from com- 
plications of serious illness. Rog 
was born in Hartford, CT and 
lived in Ware and Monson and 
VT and then this spring in New- 
ington, CT. 

He is survived by three chil- 
dren -- Melinda Sue Croyle of 
Stonington, Shawn P. Menard 
of Groton, stepdaughter Aman- 
da White of Palmer and the late 
Roger Menard, Jr. 

Niece and nephews: Paul St. 
George, Jr. of West Springfield, 
Brittany Bellefleur of Northamp- 
ton and Michael Bellefleur of 


Danny Croyle, Vanes- 
sa, Alex and Aubree 
Menard and Cameron 
Menard. 

He is survived by 
loving sister Tracy L. 
Bellefleur of Ware and 
loving brother Rich- 
ard L. Menard, Jr. of 
Walpole, and lovingly 
survived by mother 
Frances Jellen Menard 
of Newington, CT and his bio- 
logical father from Meriden, CT. 
Roger was raised by his moth- 
er’s ex-husband, the late Richard 
Menard, Sr. of Maine, and as 
such, they were a united family. 

He attended Ware High 
School. Rog was married and 





ae 


divorced to Chris- 
tine Monteith of 
Derby Line, VT and 
to Barbara White of 
Belchertown. 

His career was 
mainly trailer truck 
repair and large 
equipment repair 
and he was a certi- 
fied mechanic. He 
had many good 
ideas and suggestions for trailer 
truck modification and was rec- 
ommended for advanced study 
related to this. 

Roger loved hunting and 
fishing and family camping and 
family gatherings. 

Eternal peace, Roger. 


Stanley D. Skowyra, 85 


Ware. 
Grandchildren: Lili and 
PALMER — Stanley D. 


Skowyra, 85, passed away at 
home with the love of his family 
surrounding him on August 23, 
2020, after a long courageous 
battle with leukemia. Danny 
(Stan) was the son of Joseph 
S. and Josephine (Przybylsk1) 
Skowyra. As a lifelong resident 
of Palmer, Danny was a com- 
municant at St. Thomas Church. 
He worked for 32 years for New 
England Telephone Company 
and retired in 1991. Danny’s 
woodworking talents kept his 
hands busy and mind sharp. He 
was also Treasurer of Top Floor 
Learning and his many projects 
live on in the Palmer Public Li- 
brary. He is survived by his wife, 
Gloria (Jasnocha), married on 


Our 
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ad in the 
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Paluch’ 


June 2, 1956 and their 
children and families, 
Joyce Skowyra and 
William D. Marsh, 
Il of Palmer, Martin 
Skowyra and  Don- 
na of Palmer, Thom- 
as P. Skowyra and 
Brenda of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, Christine 
Skowyra and Kristine 
LeBlanc of Palmer, Kathleen 
Skowyra and Holli Brousseau 
of Rhode Island, Marie Bean 
and Mitchell of Dothan, Ala- 
bama, and Robert Skowyra and 
Ed Sourdiffe of Chester, Mass. 
along with 15 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren of whom 
he was very proud. Stanley also 
leaves many nieces, nephews 


C MEMORIALS |) 





and their families. Be- 
sides his parents, Dan- 
ny was_ predeceased 
by his sister Regina 
Greayer, and broth- 
ers Joseph, Antho- 
ny, David, and John. 
Due to the current 
COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, services and burial 
will be private for the 
family. Please contact the family 
directly for the link to view the 
live-streaming of the services. 
In lieu of flowers, for those who 
wish to donate, contributions 
may be made to St. Thomas in 
Palmer or to the charity of your 
choice. For details, please visit 
www.beersandstory.com 
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between the Westminster Golf 


Stephen and Edna Maziarz of 
Palmer, MA where she met her 


EMT training 
classes at HCC 
begin Sept. 15 


HOLYOKE — Registration is now open for 
Emergency Medical Technician training for fall 2020 
at Holyoke Community College. 

HCC’s EMT Basic Course (EMT-B) begins 
Sept. 15 and runs through Dec. 17, 2020. The pro- 
gram consists of 170 hours of in-person and remote 
training for the state certification exam. Approved 
by the Massachusetts Office of Emergency Medical 
Services, the course covers all aspects of emergency 
care including patient handling, extrication, commu- 
nication, working with law enforcement, legal issues, 
ethics in emergency medicine, use of medical equip- 
ment, safe and sane transportation and much more. 

Classes will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
fom 6-10 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
About 40 hours of in-person sessions will be held at 
HCC’s Center for Health Education & Simulation, 
404 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke, and make extensive use of 
the facility’s medical simulation labs. 

For more information or to register, contact 
Valentyna Semyrog at (413) 552-2123 / vsemyrog @ 
hec.edu or go online at www.hcc.edu/become-an- 
emt. 


Community in Lehigh Acres, 


ShirleyFord 


Share the joy of your new arrival with a birth announcement! 





To place an announcement: 
Email: elinscott@turley.com 
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Share the love with a wedding or engagement announcement! 





To place an announcement: ° 
Email elinscott@turley.com ° 
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PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department had three sum- 
monses in between Aug. 25 and Sept. I. 


MONSON 


The Monson Police Department made 10 arrests of 
summons between Aug. 23 to Aug. 28. Those arrested 
will appear in the Palmer District Court at a future date 
and are innocent until proven guilty. 


Sunday, Aug. 23 


Alfred Jr. Bethea, 46, of 425 Parker St., Spring- 
field, was arrested at 8:16 p.m. for distributing a Class 
A drug; distributing a Class B drug; possession to dis- 
tribute a Class A drug; possession to distribute a Class 
B drug; trafficking in 18 grams or more, less than 36 
grams of cocaine; conspiracy to violate drug law and 
possessing an open container of marijuana in vehicle. 


Wednesday, Aug. 26 


Michael Joseph Kiefer, 59, of 7 Reynolds Ave. Apt. 
#2R, Monson, was arrested at 7:53 p.m. for a WMS 
warrant. 


Thursday, Aug. 27 


Christopher Lee Andre Carter, 29, of 4480 High 
St., Thorndike, was arrested at 8:44 p.m. for a marked 
lanes violation and possession of a Class B drug. 


Joey a. Mason, 53, of 123 Center St. Apt. #2A, 
Ludlow, was arrested at 10:41 p.m. for operating un- 
der the influence of liquor (Second Offense); negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle and a motor vehicle lights 
violation. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department re- 
sponded to 14 calls from Aug. 26 to 
Sept. I. 


On Wednesday, Aug. 26, at 12:58 
a.m., the department provided medical 
assistance on June Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 1:36 a.m. 


On Wednesday, Aug. 26, at 6:35 
p.m., the department responded to an 
alarm activation on South Main Street. 
The department returned to service at 
7:02 p.m. 


On Thursday, Aug. 27, at 8:45 
a.m., the department conducted an odor 
investigation on Robinson Road. The 
department returned to service at 9:42 
a.m. 


On Thursday, Aug. 27, at 2:21 p.m., 
the department responded to a downed 
power line on Boston Road. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 3:06 p.m. 


On Friday, Aug. 28, at 3:55 p.m., 
the department responded to a structure 
fire on Circle Drive. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:00 p.m. 


On Friday, Aug. 28, at 9:21 p.m., 
the department provided medical assis- 
tance on George Street. The department 
returned to service at 9:38 p.m. 


On Saturday, Aug. 29, at 8:55 a.m., 
the department responded to an alarm 
activation on Main Street. The depart- 


ment returned to service at 10:04 a.m. 


On Saturday, Aug. 29, at 4:55 p.m., 
the department responded to a smoke 
detector activation on Main Street. The 
department returned to service at 5:38 
p.m. 


On Sunday, Aug. 30, at 9:10 a.m., 
the department responded to an unau- 
thorized burning on North Main Street. 


The department returned to service at 
9:19am. 


On Sunday, Aug. 30, at 7:06 p.m., 
the department provided station cover- 
age to the Wilbraham Fire Department 
on Boston Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 9:39 p.m. 


On Monday, Aug. 31, at 3:06 p.m. 
the department responded to a carbon 
monoxide detector activation on Church 
Street. The department returned to ser- 
vice at 3:18 p.m. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 12:47 a.m., 
the department provided medical assis- 
tance on South Main Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 1:16 a.m. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 8:18 a.m., 
the department provided station cover- 
age to the Warren Fire Department on 
Main Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:47 a.m. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 9:10 a.m., 
the department provided medical assis- 
tance on Beacon Street. The department 


returned to service at 9:28 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Department re- 
sponded to three calls from Aug. 25 to 
Aug. 31. 


On Friday, Aug. 28, at 4:00 p.m., 
the department provided mutual aid to 
Circle Drive in Palmer for a structure 
fire. The call was cancelled enroute and 


the department returned to service at 
4:05 p.m. 


On Friday, Aug. 28, at 5:31 p.m., a 
crew responded to a fluid spill on Emery 
Street. The department returned to ser- 
vice at 5:55 p.m. 


On Saturday, Aug. 29, at 4:55 p.m., 
the department provided mutual aid to 
Main Street in Thorndike for an alarm 
activation. The department returned to 
service at 5:20 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Department 
responded to I incident from Aug. 24 to 
Sept. I. 


On Saturday, Aug. 29, at 4:56 p.m., 
the department responded to a smoke de- 
tector activation on Main Street. The de- 
partment returned to service at 5:23 p.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire and Emergency 
Services Department responded to 25 
EMS calls and six Fire Calls from Aug. 
24 to Aug. 30. 


On Tuesday, Aug. 25, at 3:37 a.m., 
the department assisted with a search at 
Peaked Mountain. The department re- 
turned to service at 9:00 a.m. 


On Thursday, Aug. 27, at 5:10 a.m., 
the department responded to an activat- 
ed carbon monoxide alarm on Harrison 
Avenue. The department returned to 
service at 6:25 a.m. 


On Thursday, Aug. 27, at 2:28 p.m., 
the department responded to a motor 
vehicle accident on Town Farm Road. 


The department returned to service at 
3:50 p.m. 


On Friday, Aug. 28, at 4:35 p.m., 
the department responded to a motor 
vehicle accident on Main Street. The 
department returned to service at 6:20 
p.m. 


On Saturday, Aug. 29, at 2:56 a.m., 
the department responded to an acti- 
vated carbon monoxide alarm on Main 
Street. The department returned to ser- 
vice at 2:30 a.m. 


On Saturday, Aug. 29, at 5:28 p.m., 
the department responded to a motor ve- 
hicle accident on Stafford Road. The de- 
partment returned to service at 8:00 p.m. 


AAA: Despite COVID, many in Mass. traveling for Labor Day Weekend 


Labor Day weekend marks the 


Added Northcross, “I believe the 


activities. 


Attractions are imple- 


say they plan to stay in state, and 


to COVID-19, visit our www. AAA. 


we’ve seen a return of traffic in 


unofficial end of the summer trav- 
el season, and a number of local 
Chamber of Commerce heads say 
they’re looking forward to a rea- 
sonably strong Labor Day weekend 
and an active fall—especially with a 
sunny Labor Day weekend weather 
forecast. 

Wendy Northcross, CEO of the 
Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce, 
says while fall business group sales 
are a “big loss,’ Cape reservations 
are “showing a strong first two 
weeks of September with leisure 


schedule many schools have adopt- 
ed will spur some travel that might 
not have occurred otherwise.” 

In western Massachusetts, Jon- 
athan Butler, CEO of 1Berkshire, 
said “We’re always optimistic that 
the fall season will yield some con- 
tinued activity due to the foliage. 
Restaurants in some cases are doing 
very well, having pivoted to out- 
door seating...the weather will be 
key to this continued momentum.” 
And Roy Nascimento, President/ 
CEO of the North Central Massa- 


menting new offerings like ‘open 
air’ packages that...allow visitors 
the pre-pay option, adding picnic 
areas, tents, outside seating and 
other things that all visitors to stay 
socially distant while still enjoying 
the experience.” 

A small, informal social media 
AAA Northeast member survey re- 
veals that, not surprisingly, most of 
those on the move will head by car 
to a destination close to home. Ex- 
actly half of those queried plan to 
take a trip for Labor Day weekend, 


most expect to travel 100 miles or 
less. More than 40% of those sur- 
veyed list the beach as their top 
travel pick--with Cape Cod the fa- 
vored spot--followed by visits to 
family and friends, mountain des- 
tinations, and camping. “Seventy 
percent told us they would not stay 
in a hotel, perhaps indicating that 
day trips will be popular as travelers 
limit exposure to unfamiliar desti- 
nations while seeking a change of 
scenery,’ says Mary Maguire, Di- 
rector of Public and Legislative Af- 


com/COVIDMap and www.AAA. 
com/SmartDepart web sites. 

With virtually all of us focused 
on “staying safe,’ don’t forget to 
also practice safe behavior behind 
the wheel this Labor Day week- 
end. AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety research shows that crashes 
increase on busy holiday weekends. 
Last year, Labor Day weekend 
logged 1286 crashes in MA, with a 
motorist injured every 16 minutes. 
AAA urges all motorists to buckle 
up, and to not drive drunk, drugged 


the Bay State, road users may find 
they have less company as they 
head out for a Labor Day trip. As 
of mid-August, MassDOT statistics 
show Cape traffic 1s down 5-15% 
over last year, Berkshires traffic is 
15-30% reduced, and Boston traffic 
has dropped by 30-50%. Says Ms. 
Maguire: “Safe travels! With more 
speeding citations issued to driv- 
ers traveling 100 m.p.h. or faster 
in Massachusetts in recent months, 
slow down and buckle up—every 
trip, every time!” 


travel,’ including robust weekend 
mid-September. 


bookings after 


Public notices 


chusetts Chamber, said “strong in- 
terest in campgrounds and outdoor 


with 90 percent of them getting be- 
hind the wheel. 55% of respondents 


fairs. 


To find out more about state 
orders and travel restrictions related 


drowsy or distracted. 
Finally, despite the fact that 





PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, September 
21, 2020 at 7:15 PM in the 
Town Hall Meeting Room, 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA. 

The applicant, New 
England Recreation & 
Health, LLC is seeking 
an amendment to Special 
Permits #SP18-01, SP18- 
02, SP18-03 & SP18- 
04 to transfer all rights 
and obligations from 
Altitude Organic Corp. 
of MA to New England 
Recreation & Health, 
LLC, as required by sec- 
tions 171-124 G. (2) of the 
Marijuana Establishments 
and Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries Zoning 
Ordinance, for the oper- 
ation of a marijuana culti- 
vation, manufacturing and 
retail facility at the property 
located at 8 Chamber Road, 
Palmer, MA. This parcel is 
also known as Assessor’s 
Map 18, Lot 49 & 49F. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected on the 
Planning Department web- 
site at www.townofpalm- 
er.com/planning or at the 
Planning Department office 
at Town Hall by appoint- 
ment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wish- 
ing to be heard on the 
application can contact the 
Planning Department at 413- 
283-2605 or appear at the 
time and place designated 
above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 

Chairman 
9/03, 9/10/2020 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT 
COMPLAINT TO 
FORECLOSE TAX LIEN 

[seal] 
No. 15TL000524 

TO ALL WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN, and to 

Peter J. Heddine 
a/k/a Peter J. Hedding, 
Jr., Erik P. Norman, and 
James B. Norman, all 
deceased, formerly of 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
and said Commonwealth; 
Colby Norman and Megan 
DiGregorio, both of Ware, 
Hampshire County, and said 
Commonwealth; Heather M. 
Arbour, now or formerly of 
Monson, Hampden County, 
and said Commonwealth; 
Lauren Norman, also known 
as Lauren E. Norman, now 
or formerly of Northampton, 
Hampshire County, and said 
Commonwealth; Stephen G. 
Fellers, now or formerly of 
Amherst, Hampshire County 
and said Commonwealth; 
Mary L. Norman-Barker, 
now or formerly of 
Brimfield, Hampden County 
and said Commonwealth; or 
their heirs, devisees or legal 
representatives: 

Whereas, a complaint has 
been presented to said Court 
by the Town of Palmer, in 
the County of Hampden, and 
said Commonwealth; to fore- 
close all rights of redemption 
from the tax lien proceeding 
described in said complaint 
in and concerning a certain 
parcel of land situate in the 
said Palmer, in the County 
of Hampden, and in said 
Commonwealth, bounded 
and described in said com- 
plaint as follows: 

Property: Land & 
Building Containing: 
13132.00 SF (more or less) 
Location: 30 Crawford 
St Assessors: 8603800 
Registry: 29287/LLC 
Land Court: Recorded at: 
Hampden County Registry 


of Deeds 

If you desire to make 
any objection or defense to 
said complaint you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and an answer, 
under oath, setting forth 
clearly and specifically your 
objections or defense to each 
part of said complaint, in 
the office of the Recorder of 
said Court in Boston (at the 
Courthouse located on Three 
Pemberton Square, Room 
507 in Boston, MA 02108), 
on or before the twelfth day 
of October in the year two 
thousand and twenty. 

Unless an appearance is 
so filed by or for you, your 
default will be recorded, the 
said complaint will be taken 
as confessed and you will 
be forever barred from con- 
testing said complaint or any 
judgment entered thereon. 

And in addition to the 
usual service of this notice as 
required by law, it is ordered 
that the foregoing citation 
be published forthwith once 
in the Journal Register a 
newspaper published in said 
Palmer. 

Witness, GORDON 
H. PIPER, Esquire, Chief 
Justice of said Court, this 
twenty-first day of August 
in the year two thousand and 
twenty. 

Attest with Seal of said 
Court. 

Deborah J. Patterson 
Recorder 

Plaintiff’s Attorney: 

Peter A. Brown, Esq., 

D’ Ambrosio Brown, LLP, 

185 Devonshire Street, 

10th Floor, 

Boston, MA 02110 

Tel: (617) 720-5657 
9/03/2020 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

(SEAL) 
COMPLAINT TO 
FORECLOSE TAX LIEN 
NO. 18TL000384 


TO ALL WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN, and to 

To any trustee, benefi- 
ciary or any other persons 
claiming any interest in the 
Joy Mountain Realty Trust, 
dated September 24, 2001 
and recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 11881 and Page 
260; Robert F. Williams, as 
Trustee of said Joy Mountain 
Realty Trust, deceased, 
formerly of Sturbridge, 
Worcester County, said 
Commonwealth; Brandon 
R. Campbell, now or for- 
merly of Ludlow, Hampden 
County, said Commonwealth; 
Judith V. Newcomb and 
Victoria M. Dixon, both 
now or formerly of Amherst, 
Hampshire County, said 
Commonwealth; Sheila E. 
Williams, now or formerly 
of New York, in the State of 
New York; Lynn I. Kincaid, 
now or formerly of Great 
Falls, in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia; Jennifer J. 
Sullivan, now or formerly of 
Brimfield, Hampden County, 
and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts; or their heirs, 
devisees, legal representa- 
tives, successors and assigns: 

Whereas, a complaint has 
been presented to said Court 
by the Town of Brimfield, in 
the County of Hampden, and 
said Commonwealth, to fore- 
close all rights of redemption 
from the tax lien proceedings 
described in said complaint 
in and concerning a certain 
parcel of land situate in said 
Brimfield, in the County 
of Hampden, and in said 
Commonwealth, bounded 
and described in said com- 
plaint as follows: 

A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, approxi- 
mately 2.5 Acres locat- 
ed and known as St. Clair 
Road shown on the Town of 
Brimfield Assessors Records 
as Parcel Identifier 11-A-2.6 
and being part of the prem- 
ises recorded in book 18177 
on page 294 in the Hampden 
Registry of Deeds. 

If you desire to make 


any objection or defense to 
said complaint you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and an answer, 
under oath, setting forth 
clearly and specifically your 
objections or defense to each 
part of said complaint, in 
the office of the Recorder of 
said Court in Boston (at the 
Courthouse located on Three 
Pemberton Square, Room 
507 in Boston, MA 02108), 
on or before the fifth day of 
October in the year two thou- 
sand and twenty. 

Unless an appearance is 
so filed by or for you, your 
default will be recorded, the 
said complaint will be taken 
as confessed and you will 
be forever barred from con- 
testing said complaint or any 
judgment entered thereon. 

And in addition to the 
usual service of this notice as 
required by law, it is ordered 
that the foregoing citation be 
published forthwith in the 
Journal Register a newspaper 
published in Palmer. 

Witness, GORDON 
H. PIPER, Esquire, Chief 
Justice of said Court, this 
twelfth day of August in the 
year two thousand and twen- 
ty. 

Attest with Seal of said 
Court. 

Deborah J. Patterson 
Recorder 

Plaintiff’s Attorney: 
David E. Condon, Esq., 
Louison, Costello, 
Condon & Pfaff, LLP 
101 Summer St., 4th Floor, 


Boston, MA 02110 ~ Tel: 
(617) 439-0305 
9/03/2020 
PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 


In accordance with 
the provisions of Chapter 
40A, Section 11, M.G.L. 
the Palmer Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, September 
21, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the 
Town Hall Meeting Room, 


4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 

The applicant, New 
England Recreation & 
Health, LLC is seeking 
an amendment to Special 
Permit #SP19-04 to trans- 
fer all rights and obligations 
from Altitude Organic Corp. 
of MA to New England 
Recreation & Health, 
LLC, as required by sec- 
tions 171-124 G. (2) of the 
Marijuana Establishments 
and Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries Zoning 
Ordinance, for the operation 
of a retail marijuana estab- 
lishment at the property 
located at 1235 Thorndike 
Street, Palmer, MA. This 
parcel is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 73, Lot 58. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected on the 
Planning Department website 
at www.townofpalmer.com/ 
planning or at the Planning 
Department office at Town 
Hall by appointment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec 
Chairman 
9/03, 9/10/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the require- 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, September 
16, 2020 at 7:35 P.M. 
Remotely. Under con- 
sideration is a Request for 
Amendment to the OOC 


issued for DEP file #228- 
0397, MDC Hospital Rd 
Bridge. The request is 
for additional abatement 
of the existing decommis- 
sioned steam line further 
upstream. Portions of the 
work are within bank, riv- 
erfront area, BVW and buf- 
fer zone. The additional 
work will follow the same 
protocol approved under the 
original OOC. Division of 
Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance filed the 
request. 

ZOOM Login: https:// 
zoom.us/j/93461517169?p- 
wd=SUJwR3IZbHAyZzdG- 
TOZQeFIWRXVTZz09 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 934 6151 
7169 

Password: 878803 

Monson Conservation 
Commission 
9/03/2020 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 
40A, Section 11, M.G.L. 
the Palmer Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday, September 
21st 2020, at 7:30 PM in 


Piao 





the Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA. 

The applicant, Palmer 
Paving Corporation, 25 
Blanchard Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 is seeking a 
Special Permit as required by 
section 171.73 of the Palmer 
Zoning Ordinance to remove 
earth materials from the 
property located at 863 Ware 
Street. This parcel is also 
known as Assessor’s Map(s) 
31, Lots 28 & 28-1. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in the Town Administration 
Building from 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM Monday through 
Thursday. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice is also post- 
ed on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
9/03, 9/10/2020 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FOR SALE Breckwell Pellet Stove 
P23 2009, Ashvac Vacuum, 10bags 
of pellets $400.00. Mounted Michelin 
Pilot Tires for BMW 225/60R, 15 96H 
M&S Mag Wheels $400.00 (413) 883- 
6767 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


TAG SALE 


DOZENS OF HAND MADE ORI- 
ENTAL RUGS. Attic finds, baskets, 
collectibles, bargain prices. 

Sept 5 @ 12 North Main St, Williams- 
burg . Rain date Sunday. Masks Re- 
quired. 


AB Hauling and 


atl j 
a Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


September 3, 2020 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Landscape design 
& maintenance 
Patios & walkways 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 





MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





AV/NG Oh 
WALIB)(@ING 
(GROUP 


Prevention & Medical Care 
To Help You Live Better, Longer. 

HEALTH CENTER MANAGER 
Valley Medical Group, a multi-specialty 
group serving over 55,000 patients, is 
seeking an experienced Health Center 
Manager for our Family Practice De- 
partment in our Amherst Office. RN re- 
quired. Visit www.vmgma.com to view 
more details and to apply. 

Come join our team! 








HELP WANTED 


Holistic Industries 
is one of the 
largest and fastest 
growing private 
cannabis companies 
in the country. 


Check out our list of 
Career openings here: 
https://www.holistic 
industries.com/careers 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


DEADLINES: 


Village Hills 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








MONSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 


re 8 


Substitute Bus And Van Drivers 


BUS DRIVERS — 
CDL With School Bus Certificate, 
Air Brake Endorsement Preferred 


VAN DRIVERS —- 
With 7D School Pupil Transport License 


Call Michelle Loglisci At 413-267-4150 Ext. 4906 
or Email: Logliscim@Monsonschools.com 


TOWN OF PALMER PER DIEM 
DOG OFFICER Serves as a Dog 
Officer pursuant MG.L. c. 140, § 151, 
responsible for performing for the du- 
ties of that position and enforcement 
of Town Ordinances/Regulations and 
applicable State Laws and regula- 
tions relating to dog control. Assist 
with Pound Keeper duties as needed 
MG.L. c. 49, § 22, and is responsible 
for performing the duties of these posi- 
tions. Please submit resume and letter 
of interest or Town application to Town 
Manager's Office, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer MA 01069. Application can be 
mailed to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 or by emailing rmcnutt@ 
townofpalmer.com. Open until filled. 
Go to www.townofpalmer.com for full 
job description 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off- 
street parking, $580/ mo + utilities. 
Must have good rental history 413- 
262-5082 


















FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FOR RENT 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ere, 


LM 
OPPORTUNITY 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARE 2 BEDROOM ist Floor W/D 
hook up. Off street parking, storage 
space, rubbish removal. F/L/S No pets. 
$800.00 per/month (413) 244-9874 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


RELOCATING BACK TO MA 
FROM FL Nice Couple, Dependable, 
55+, Excellent Renters, Can provide 
good references. Looking for 2 bed- 
room apartment to rent. Please call 
(941) 592-1819 
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Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
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September is Campus Fire Safety Month 


Make fire safety a priority 
when selecting housing 


STOW — State Fire Marshal 
Peter Ostroskey reminds us that 
September is Campus Fire Safety 
Month. Massachusetts has a large 
population of college students that 
fire officials and college leaders 
want to be fire safe whether they live 
on-campus, in Greek housing, or in 
private off-campus housing. 

State Fire Marshal Ostroskey 
said, “Students come to Massachu- 
setts to learn from around the coun- 
try and the world, and not all of them 
have received the same great level of 
fire education in elementary and high 
school as our students do through 
the Student Awareness of Fire Ed- 
ucation or S.A.F.E. Program.” With 
COVID-19 related issues, fewer stu- 
dents will be arriving this year, but 
fire officials want every student to be 
safe and live to graduate. 

Make fire safety a priority when 
selecting housing 

The Department of Fire Ser- 
vices 1s joining forces with The Cen- 
ter for Campus Fire Safety, Boston 
Town and Gown Association, and 
the U.S. Fire Administration during 
the month of September to urge 
college students and their parents 


STALK OF THE SJOWN 


to make fire safety a priority when 
selecting housing, whether they live 
on- or off-campus. 
Keeping college students safe in 
on- and off-campus housing 

State Fire Marshal Ostroskey 
stated, “We need the help of both 
students and their parents to make 
sure smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms are still working and exits 
are still clear three months from 
now. If you’re old enough to live 
on your own, you’re old enough to 
take responsibility for the fire safety 
of everyone in the building.” Smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms may 
be working on move in day, but dis- 
abled later by tenants, putting every- 
one at risk. 

It could happen to you 

In the last five years (2015- 
2019) there have been 3,019 fires in 
Massachusetts student dormitories, 
fraternities, and sororities, with two 
student deaths, five civilian injuries, 
five fire service injuries, and an es- 
timated $1.4 million in damages. 
These tragic deaths occurred in 
substandard and illegal off-campus 
housing where there were no work- 
ing smoke alarms, no working car- 
bon monoxide (CO) alarms, and vic- 
tims were trapped in rooms that had 
only one way out. 

Ostroskey said, “Parents, talk to 
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We have a New Health Food Department 
Vegan — Gluten Free — Low Sugar - Non GMO - Organic 


your adult children about fire safe- 
ty, and look at their housing choic- 
es, especially if you are footing the 
bill. Contact the local fire depart- 
ment about any safety issues the 
landlord won’t address immediately, 
but don’t leave your child in a home 
without working smoke alarms for a 
single night.” 
Best roommates evah! Smoke 
alarms and two ways out 

In 2016, a group of fire chiefs, 
building officials, college safety 
officials and campus fire safety ad- 
vocates met to share strategies for 
enforcing fire and building codes in 
off-campus housing. They launched 
a public awareness campaign about 
the importance of working smoke 
alarms and two ways out, called 
“Best Roommates Evah!” Go to 
www.BestRoommatesEvah.org for 
more information. 

In a fire, seconds count 

“In a fire, seconds count,” says 
Ostroskey. “Working smoke alarms 
can alert students to a fire before it 
spreads, giving everyone enough 
time to get out, if they have two ways 
out and a practiced escaped plan.” 

“Remember says  Ostroskey, 
“Best Roommates Evah! Smoke 
Alarms and Two Ways Out.” 

For a quick list of resources and 
links to educational materials, please 
go to the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Fire Services 
website www.mass.gov/dfs 
and search on College Fire 
Safety. 


Jurassic Quest drive-thru experience 
coming to Gillette Stadium 


BOSTON — Dinosaurs are 
ready and raring to return from 
extinction at the home of the six- 
time Super Bowl champion New 
England Patriots. After sold out 
weekends in San Antonio, Dallas, 
Oklahoma City, Detroit, Atlanta 
and Cincinnati, the Jurassic Quest 
tour will be migrating to New En- 
gland from Sept. 4 - 13 at Boston’s 
Gillette Stadium with the first ever 
Jurassic Drive-Thru! 

The nation’s touring dinosaur 
exhibit will land in New England 
transforming the parking lot of 
the stadium into an interactive 
drive-thru. experience, featuring 
over 70 moving and life-like di- 
nosaurs, as well as our 50 foot- 
long Megalodon! The drive-thru 
experience has seen over 100,000 
cars and 400,000 people in atten- 
dance since launching the national 
tour in mid-July. Although the 
drive-thru experience means Bos- 
tonians will stay safe inside their 
vehicle, you'll still need the luck 
of the Irish to avoid the swinging 
tail of our 80 foot-long Spinosau- 
rus! 

The Jurassic Quest Drive 
Thru is the only place to encoun- 
ter some of the largest dinosaurs 
to ever roam the earth, and some 
of the eeriest marine creatures to 
ever lurk the ocean’s depths, from 
the safety of your family vehicle. 
Boston guests will be among the 
first in the nation to go on a quest 
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with our online audio tour that will 
lead them throughout the thrilling 
dinosaur safari. For $49 per vehi- 
cle (nine people or less), your dino 
crew can time-travel and enjoy 
about an hour-long ride back in 
time. 

Happening at the spacious 
Gillette Stadium (1 Patriot PI, 
Foxborough, MA 02035), Juras- 
sic Quest worked in collaboration 
with leading paleontologists to 
ensure each dinosaur was pains- 
takingly replicated in every de- 
tail. Guests will have the chance 
to drive through realistic scenes, 
without leaving their own vehi- 
cles, depicting how we understand 
dinosaurs looked and moved! 

In addition to the life-like di- 
nosaur exhibits, there will be op- 
portunities to visit with our one- 
of-a-kind baby dinosaurs and our 
team of dino trainers as well as 
the chance to capture the moment 
with a safari-style photo of your 
vehicle and family transported 
back in time via a Jurassic setting 
complete with a dinosaur back- 
drop. All attendees will leave with 
the same bragging rights, “We 
Survived Jurassic Quest 2020!” 
One photo per family is free and 
included in ticket purchase. 

We will continue to take extra 
precautionary measures to provide 
a clean and safe event. Guests are 
to remain in vehicles and to wear 
masks in the event they exit the 
vehicle in allowed 
areas, including 
complimentary 
restrooms and the 


Dino Store. Social distancing rules 
will be requested of all guests 
and maintained by Jurassic Quest 
crew. We will be sanitizing equip- 
ment, dinosaurs, and workstations 
more frequently and _ thorough- 
ly throughout the entirety of the 
event. Our employees will be ap- 
plying hand sanitizer and washing 
their hands regularly throughout 
each day, in addition to wearing 
masks. Guest safety and enjoy- 
ment is our top priority. 

Those willing to take the 
challenge and join our Boston 
Drive Thru Quest will need to 
buy tickets in advance online at 
Wwww.jurassicquest.com. Tickets 
are $49 per vehicle. Guests must 
travel through the drive-thru in the 
comfort of their own vehicle - no 
rentals or golf carts will be pro- 
vided and walkers are not allowed. 
To ensure participant safety, all 
guests must ride inside their vehi- 
cles (yes, pets inside vehicles are 
allowed), no riders in truck beds, 
however. Trailers are also not al- 
lowed - we’re worried they might 
tempt the hungry dinos too much! 
Oversized vehicles and vehicles 
with more than nine riders are 
allowed but will need to contact 
Customer Service, customerser- 
vice @jurassicquest.com, for pric- 
ing and scheduling. A full list of 
Frequently Asked Questions can 
be found online, https://www.ju- 
rassicquest.com/drive-thru-faqs. 
For more information and to buy 
tickets visit www.JurassicQuest. 
com. 


Yoga & Meditation Classes NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
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Offering online classes and (soon) regular 
in-studio classes. We will keep you safe. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by ES 
Town & Country Living Magazine “= 


Come see why we are the Talk of the Town! 
Crystals - Gemstones - Alchemy Tools - Jewelry - Gifts - Incense 
White Sage - Antiques - Books - $1 Greeting Cards - Silk Flowers 


Art - Health & Wellness Personal Care Items - so much more! 
Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 


Take care of yourself. 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 
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We’ve become an authorized 
Primitives by Kathy distributor 
and have a growing department of 
primitive gift/housewares. 


Check in on Facebook 
and receive a free gift! 
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We advocate on behalf 
of our clients to help 
make the insurance 
process easier. 


Morin & Foy Insurance 
is now part of the First 
American Insurance 
Agency family. 
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INSURANCE AGENCY,INC. 


Insuring Life As You Know It 


30 Sturbridge Road (Rte. 20), Brimfield, MA 01010 
www.falagency.com 


Call 413-245-6864 


We'd love to hear from you! 





